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PREFACE.

THAT Family Prayer is an indispensible du-

ty and an important means of religion, are points

generally allowed and here taken for granted. If

this collection should fall into the hands of any

who need to be convinced of either, they are re-

ferred to the many excellent discourses, which

have been published on the subject.

Among the excuses urged for the omission of

this duty, one of the most frequent is the want

of ability or confidence to pray in the presence of

others. Where this is the case, the most natural

and proper advice is, " Make use of Forms."

The expedience of so doing, we shall not attempt

to prove. It is adaiitted by the best Divines,

several of whom have published forms for the

use of families.

We are flir from discouraging the use of ex-

temporary prayer. It has many advantages pe-»

culiar to itself. Awd some common Christians

possess such a talent for it, that the substitution

of any pregomposed form would rather injure
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than assist the family devotion. There are, how-

ever, some serious people, who are destitute of

this gift, or possess it in a moderate degree.

These had better use forms, than omit the duty.

And probably there are few heads of families, but

who may find much assistance in the perusal of

well-com.posed forms. Those contained in the

following collection are esteemed to be of this

description ; and are therefore recommended to

the publick

BY THE EDITORS.



FAMILY PRAYERS.

>©»<^^*©<

LORD'S DAY MORNING.

MOST gracious God and Father : It is good

for us to draw near to Thee. O do thou draw

nigh unto us !

We bless thee for the return of this morning

light. Let the day-spring from an high visit our

souls, and the sun of righteousness arise v/ith

healing under his wings. The light we see is

the Lord's. This is the day which the Lord has

made, we will rejoice and be glad in it.

O that we may be in the spirit on the Lord's

day : That this may be indeed the sabbath of the

Lord in our dwelling, and in our hearts : A sab-

bath of rest from sin, and of rest in God. Ena-
ble us, we pray thee, so to sanctify this day, that

it may be made a means of our sanctification.

Grant that, by resting from our worldly employ-
ments, our hearts may be more taken off from
present things ; and that, by employing our time
in the worship of God, we may be led into a more
experimental acquaintance with the work of hea-
ven, and be made more meet for that blessed
world.

While on this day v/e remember the great work
©f creation as finished, w^e give glory to thee, O
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6 lord's day morning*

God the Father almighty, the maker of heaven
and earth.

O thou who didst at first command the light

to shine out of darkness, shine this day into our
hearts, and give us more of the light of tlie

knowledge of thy glory, in the face of Jesus
Clirist ; and let us be thy workmanship, created

anew in him unto good works.
With peculiar pleasure would we call to mind

the rtsurrection of our exalted Redeemer from
the dead, on the first day of the week, by which
he was declared to be the Son of God with power,
and is become the first fruits of them that slept.

O that as Christ was raised from the dead by the

glory of the Father, so we also may rise and walk
in newness of life.

We bless th:e th.at, when Jesus was glorified,

the Holy Ghost was given to carry on his under-

taking till his second coming, and that we have
the promise that he shall abide with us for ever.

We pray that the Spirit of him that raised up
Christ from the dead, may dwell and rule in us,

to make us partakers of a new and divine nature.

We bless thee for thy holy word, which is a

light to our feet and a lamp to our paths.

Especially we bless thee for the great gospel

record, '' that God hath given to us eternal life,

** and that this life is in his Son." O may we re-

ceive it as a faithful saying, and worthy of all ac-

ceptation. May we have an interest in the medi-

ation of thy Son ; and grant that Christ may be

made of God unto us wisdom, righteousness,

saiictification andredeniption.

Wc bless thee for the new covenant made with

us in Jesus Christ. May we fly for refuge to it,



and take hold of it, as the hope set before us. O
receive us graciously into the bonds of the cove-

nant, and make us accepted in the Beloved.

Grant that our hearts may this day be filled with

pleasing thoughts of Christ, and that great love

wliereuith he hath loved us. For his sake for-

give all our sins, in thought, v/ord, and deed ;

and let our lusts be mortified, that they may not

be as clogs to hinder the ascent of our souls hea-

venwards.
We pray thee to assist us in all the religious

services of this thine own holy day. Go with us

to the solemn assembly ; for if thy presence go
not with us, wherefore should we go thither ?

Help us to draw nigh to thee with a true heart, in

full assurance of faith. Meet us, O God, with

a blessing. Grace thine own ordinances Vv^ith

that special presence of tliine, v/hich thou hast

promised wdiere two or three are met together in

thy name. Help us against our manifold infirmi-

ties, and the sins that do most easily beset us in

our attendance upon thee. Let thy word come
with life and power upon our souls, and be as

good seed sown in good soil, taking root and
bringing forth fruit to thy praise. And let our
prayers and praises be spiritual sacrifices, accep-
table in thy sight through Jesus Christ. * *
We pray, O Lord, that thy presence may be

in all Christian assemblies this da}^ Grace be
with all them that love the Lord Jesus Christ in

sincerity ; yea, let great grace be upon them all.

Assist all the ministers of the gospel, that they
may rightly divide the word of truth, and speak
with plainness, fervour, and success. Bless thy



servant on whose ministry we attend, and make
him an instrument of much good to our souls.

In the chariot of the everlasting gospel may
the great Redeemer ride forth triumphantly, con-

quering and to conquer, and let every thought be

subdued into obedience unto him. May many
be brought to believe the report of the gospel,

and to many may the arm of the Lord be reveal-

ed. May sinners be converted to thee, and thy

saints be built up in knowledge, faith, holiness,

and comfort, unto salvation.

Now the God of hope fill us with joy and peace

in believing, for Christ Jesus' sake, our blessed

Saviour and Redeemer, who hath taught us to

prav

Our Father, he.

LORD'S DAY EVENING.

O Eternal, ever-blessed, and glorious Lord
God : Thou art over all, God blessed for ever ;

most wise and pov/erful, holy, just, and good.
Thou art happy without us, and needest not our
services ; nor can our goodness extend unto thee ;

but without thee we arc miserable ; if thy good-
ness extend not unto us, we are for ever undone.
We therefore entreat thy favour with our whole
heart. Thy loving kindness is better than life.

We bewail it before thee that, by the depravity

of our hearts, we are become odious to thine ho-
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liness, and utterly unfit to inherit the kingdom of

God : and we confess that, by our many actual

transgressions, we are become obnoxious to thy

justice, and liable to thy wrath and curse.

But with thee, O God, there is mercy, and
plenteous redemption. Blessed be thy name,

thou hasi graciously provided for all who truly re-

pent and believe the gospel, that the guilt of their

sins may be removed through the merit of thy

Son's death, and the power of them broken by
his Spirit, We rejoice in the assurance we have,

that he is able to save to the uttermost them that

come unto tliee through him, seeing that he ever

iiveth to make intercession for them.

Lord, we come to thee through this blessed

mediator, earnestly desiring, by repentance and
faith, to turn from the world and the flesh, unto
thee as our God and Father in Jesus Christ, as

our ruler and our portion.

Vv'^e desire to have nothing more to do with sin

;

and pray as earnestly that the power of it may be
subdued in us, as that the guilt of it may be re-

moved from us. May the God of peace sanctify

us wholly. Renew us in the spirit of our minds,
and make us in every thing such as thou wouldst
have us to be.

Mortify our pride, and clothe us with humility.

Subdue our angry passions, and put on us the or-

nament of a meek and quiet spirit, which in the

sight of God is of great price. Help us to cru-

cify the flesh, with all its affections and lusts ; to

keep under our body, and bring it into subjection

to the laws of reason and religion ; that we may
always possess our vessel in sancdfication and
honor.
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Let the love of the world be rooted out of us,

and that covetousness which is idolatry ; and let

the love of God in Christ be slied abroad in our

hearts by the power of the Holy Ghost. Mortify

in us all envy and hatred, malice and uncharitable-

ness ; and engage us to love one another with a

pure heart fervently, as becomes the followers of

the blessed Jesus, who has given us this as his

new commandment.
We pray thee to rectify all our mistakes. If in

any thing of moment we be in an error, discover

it to us, and let the Spirit of truth lead us into all

truth. May we know the truth as it is in Jesus :

the truth which is according to godliness^ Give
us that good understa.nding which they have that

do thy commiandments. ^

Convince us more effectually, we pray thee, of

the vanity of the world, and its insufficiency to

make us happy ; of the vileness of sin, and its

tendency to make us miserable : of the worth of
our souls, and the awfulness of that everlasting

state, on the borders of which we are standing

;

and make us serious ard diligent in our prepara-

tion for it.

May we labour less for the meat which perish-

eth, and more for that which endureth to everlast-

ing life. May we be governed by that faith which
is the substance of things hoped for, and the evi-

dence of things not seen. May we use the world
so as not to abuse it, knowing that the world, and
the fashion of it, passeth away, and that we are

passing away with it.

And prepare us, O Lord, we beseech thee, for

whatever we may meet with between tlis and the

grave. We know not what is before us, but thou
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knowest ; and we desire chearfully to leave our-

selves in thy hands, who orderest all things well.

We beg of thee to fit us, by thy grace, for all the

services, and all the sufferings to which thou may-

€st call us. Arm us against every temptation,

and help us at all times, and in all conditions, to

glorify God, to keep a good conscience, and to

be found in the way of our duty, that we may
maintain our hope and joy in Christ, and have a

bright believing prospect of eternal life.

l^Here bring in the Intercession^ when there is

time for it^ page 12.]

Bless abundantly all the members of this fami-

ly, and make us blessings to each other. Wheth-
er parents or children, masters or servants, old

or young ; help us faithfully to discharge the du-
ties of our several stations, in an honourable, ac-

ceptable, and useful manner \ and give us all a

happy meeting at last in the house eternal in the

heavens.

We bless thee, gracious God, for the continu-

ed comforts of life,, and particularly for all the

mercies of this thine own holy day. How amia-
ble are thy tabernacles, O Lord of hosts ! A day
in thy courts is better than a thousand elsewhere.
Bless the word which we have this day heard, both
to us and to all that attended upon it. Hear the
prayers we have offered ; accept our praises, and
forgive whatever thy pure eye hath seen amiss in

our performances. ^ *
Take us under thy protection this night, and

enable u^ to close the day with thee, that we may
lie down ia peace, and our sleep may be sweet.
Be with us through the ensuing week ; enable us
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to carry into it something of this day's enjoy-

ments ; that we may be the better tilted for anoth-

er sabbath, if we shall live to see anotl^er ; aiid

grant that by ail the means we enjoy on earth, wc
may be made meet for the everiasting sabbath a-

bove, when time and days shall be no more.

Now unto the King eternal, immortal, ^ invisi-

ble, the only wise God and cm' Saviour, be hon-

or and glory, dominion and praise, iitnceforth and
for ever. Amen.

A GENERAL INTERCESSION.

WE humbly beseech thee, O heavenly Father,

to accomplish all that thou hast promised con-

cerning thy Church in the latter days. Let the

earth be filled wiih thy glory. Let the fulness of

the Gentiles be brought in, and let all Israel be

saved.

Propagate the gospel in all parts of our land.

Let the enlargement of trade and commerce con-

tribute to the enlargement of thy church. Let

the kingdom of Christ, in all places, be erected

upon the ruins of Satan's kingdom. Hasten the

downfall of the man of sin, and let primitive

Christianity, pure religion, and undefiled before

God even the Father, be revived and made to

flourish wherever the gospel is sent. Let the

power of godliness prevail among all that have

the form of it.
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May the Vv-ars of the nations end in the peacs^

of the church, and the convulsions raid revoki-

tions of states and kingdoms, issue in the ad-

STincement of the kingdom of God among men :

tliat kingdom which cannot be moved.

Bless all tlie ministers of thy holy word. Make
them burning and shining lights : fiiithful to

Christ and the souls of men. Unite them and

thy people together in truth and love. Pour out

upon them a healing spirit ; a spirit oi charity,

forbearance, and condescension. With one con-

sent may they all study to promote the interest of

our Q-reat Master, and the common salvation of
V

precious souls.

Prosper, we pray thee, the trade of the nation ;

guard our coasts ; disappoint the devices of our
enemies, and preserve the public peace. Bless
the fruits of the earth ; continue our plenty : a-

bundantly bless our provisions, and satisfy our
poor with bread. Preserve the health of the na-
tion, and delight to dwell among us and to do us
good.

We pray for all our friends and relatives, that
the)^ may be the objects of thy providential care,

and enriched with the blessings of thy heavenly
grace. O that none of our friends may be ene-
mies to God ! Bless the rising generation, and
let them be a seed to serve thee. Let thy work,
O Lord,^ appear unto th}^ servants, and thy glory
unto their children.

^
Finally, we recommend to thy tender compas-

sion the sick and afHicted, the poor and needy,\hc
tempted and disconsolate, the widows and father-
less. Be thou a present help unto them in eveiy

B
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time of trouble. Do good to them that are good ;

to all the upright in heart.

Grace be with all them that love our Lord Je-
sus Christ ill sincerity.

N. B. On a Communion-Sahbath, introduce at the pla-
ces inarked * -^ what is provided for the purpose in the
Occasional Prayers-,

MONDAY MORNING.

O LORD our God, we desire with all humilty
and reverence to adore thee, as a being infinitely

blessed and glorious ; who hast all perfection in

and of thyself, and who art the fountain of all be-
ing, life and blessedness. It is an unspeakable
privilege that we have liberty of access unto thee

through Jesus Christ, and have leave to call thee

our Father in him. O look upon us now, and be
merciful to us, as, thou usest to be to those that

love thy name. Tvkiy we all account our daily

worship of thee the most needful part of our dai-

ly business, and the m.ost pleasant of our daily

comforts.

Thou art the God of all the families of Israel

:

be thou the God of our family : And grant that,

M'hatevcr others do, we and ours may always serve

the Lord. And do thou cause thy blessing to rest

upon our habitation, from day to day, and from

year to year. Lord bless thou us and we shall be

blessed indeed.
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We humbly thank thee for the mercies of the

night past, and of this morning. We have laid

us down and slept, and have awoke again, be-

cause thou hast sustained us. Thanks be to God,

that no plague has come nigh our duxliing ; but

that we are spared to see the light, arid enjoy the

comforts, of another day. It is of thy mercies,

O Lord, that we are not consumed, and because

'thy compassions fail not : they are new every

morning, great is thy faithfulness.

We confess that we are guilty before thee. \Ve
have sinned and come short of thy glory.

We are greatly wanting in the duties of our

particular relations.

We are cold and defective in our love to thee

our God ; weak in our desires towards thee ; un-

steady in our walking with thee ; and often out

of frame for thy service.

O Lord, forgive us all our sins, and be at peace

with us, through him who died to make peace,

and ever lives to make intercession.

To thy care, O our God, we commit ourselves

this day ; Compass us about with thy favour as

with a rjiield ; preserve our going out, and our
coming in.

Lord, keep us from all evil ; but especially

from the evil of sin. Give us the rule over our
own spirits. Let us not be provoked to wrath, or
speak unadvisedly with our lips. Dispose us to
live together in peace and holy love ; and may
the God of love and peace be with us.

Make us conscientious in all our dealings, as
becomes those who see thine eye ever upon us.
Arm us against every temptation ; keep us in the
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V a}- of duty ; and preserve us in thy fear all the

In every doubtful case let our vi^ay be made
plain before us ; and give us that wisdom which
is profitable to direct. Let integTity and upright-

ness preserve u?,' for \vq wait on thee.

Prepare us, for all the events of this day ; for

VvC know not v^'hat a day may bring forth : And
make us to j>tand conipicat in thy whole will.

May we be willing to deny ourselves, to take up
our cross daily, and follow Christ.

Lord, fit us for death, judgment, and eternity.

Give us grace to live, every day, as those vAio

know not but it may be cur last.

Lord, plead thine own cause in the world.

Build up thy church, and erect the throne of the

PicdeeiT.er on the ruins of Satan's kingdom. Let
the rerormed churches be more refornied. Sup-
port and deliver those that suffer for righteous-

ness sake. Do good to us in these states. Bless

all in authority. Guide the public councils, and
over-rule all affairs for thine own gloi-y. Let
peace and truth prevail in our day, and be pre-

served to those that shall come after us.

Be gracious to all our relations, fi'iends, and
neighbours, according to their necessities. Sup-
ply the v/ants of all thy people. Dvv'cll in the

families of them that fear thee, and call upon thy

name. Forgive our enemies, and give us a right

and charitable spirit towards them and all men.
Visit, comfort, and relieve the aulicted. Suc-

cour tl e tempted ; support the oppressed ; and
irive jov to those that mourn in Zion. Deal with

US and our family according to the tenor of the

cverlusting covenant, which is v/cll ordered in ail
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things and sure ; which is all our salvation, and

all our desire.

Now, blessed be God for all his gifts, both of

nature and grace ; for those that concern this life,

and that which is to come ; especially for Jesus

Christ, the fountain and foundation of all.

' Pardon our imperfections ; accept our servi-

ces ; and grant us an answer of peace, for his

sake who died for us and rose again ; who hath

taui^ht us to pray.

Our Father, Sec.

MONDAY EVENING.

MOST holy, blessed, and glorious God ;

whose we are, and whom we are bound to serve :

Thou madest us, and not we ourselves ; there-

fore we are not our own, but thine.

Thou makest the outgoings of the morning
and of the evening to rejoice. Through thy good
hand upon us, we have closed another day. Af-
ter the various employments of it, we are come
together this evening to mention the loving-kind-
ness of the Lojd, and the praises of our God ;

whose mercy endureth for ever.

Blessed be the Lord, who daily loadeth us with
his benefits, even the God of our salvation.

We praise thee for our bodily health and ease ;

for comfort in our relations, and places of abode ;

that thou hast not made the wilderness our habita-

B 2
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tion, nor the barren land our dwelling. We
thank thee for our share in the public tranquility ;

and especially for the continued use of our rea-

son, and the glorious light of revelation.

Above all, we bless thee for Jesus Christ, and
for his mediation between God and man ; for the

covenant of grace made with us in him, and for

the exceeding great and precious promises and
privileges of it ; for the throne of thy grace, and
for the liberty of access to it, at all tiaies, in the

name of Jesus, and for the hope of eternal life

through liini.

We confess, O Lord, that we have sinned

against thee, and still daily come short of thy

glory, O God, thou knowest our foolishness,

and our sins are not hid from thee.

Give us repentance for our sins of daily infirmi-

ty : Make us duly sensible of the evil and dan-

ger of them, and let the blood of Cluist thy Son

cleanse us from them. Grant that we may lie

down this night at peace with God, and let our

souls repose in thee as our rest.

We comm.it ourselves to thy care ; may we
dwell in the secret place of the Most High, and

^bide under the shadow of the Almighty.

Refresh our bodies with rest ; undisturbed with

distrustful cares, or disquieting fears ; but espe-

cially let our souls be refreshed with thy love, and

d-;e light of thy countenance ; for thy benignity

is better than life.

Restore us to another day in safety ; prepare us

for the duties and the events of it ; and by all the

supports and comforts of life let our bodies be

fitted to assist our souls iu thy service. And do



MONDAY EVENI^TG. 19

thou enable us to gloriry thee, both with our

bodies and with our spirits which are thine.

As every day brings us nearer our end, Lord
teach us so to nurriber our d?^yii that wc may apply

our hearts unto wisdom.
Prepare us for whatever is app-ointv d for us in

life. Do us good by all thy providences, wheth-

er comfortable or aniictive : Help us to accom-

modate ourselves to them, and by all bring us

nearer to thyself, and lit us for the enjoyment of

thee in a better world.

Lord, let our family be blessed in him iii whom
all the believing families of the earth are blessed.

Give us health and prosperity, and all needful

temporal blessings ; but especi;iHy let our souls

prosper and be in health. Let ail that belong to

us belong to Christ ; that we who dwell together

on earth, may be together for ever witli the Lord.
?»Iay our native country be stiii tlie care of thy

Providence : In the peace thereof may we have
peace. Let glory dwell in our land, and upon
all the glory let there be a defence. Rule in the

hearts of cur rulers, and make them public bless-

ings. May those who are in places of public

trust, be faithful to the public interest ; and may
those who bear the sword, be a terror to evil-do-

ers, a protection and praise to such as do well.

Own thy ministers in their work : Give them
skill, abiUty, and zeal, to help souls to heaven.
May the rising generation be such as thou wilt

own, and as shall do more and better service in

their day than has been, done in curs. Comfort
and relieve all that are in poverty and afliictibn.

Teach us to sympathise with them, and dispose

us to do all we can for their relief.
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And do thou for us abundantly above what we
are able to ask or thmk, through Jesus Christ, the

Lord our righteousness. To Him, with the Fa-
ther and Eternal Spirit, be glory and praise now
and for ever. Amen.

TUESDAY MORNING.

GLORIOUS Jehovah ! Thou hast thy being

of thyself, and thy happiness in thyself alone.

We have our beino; from thee, and our happiness

is only in thee. It is therefore both our duty and
our interest to seek unto thee, to implore thy fa-

vour, and to give unto thee the glory due to thy

name.
We confess vre are utterly unv/orthy of the

honour, and unable for the work, of communion
with thee. But we come to thee in the name of

our Lord Jesos Christ, who is -^vorthy, and de-

pend upon tlie assistances of thy blessed Spirit to

work all our work in us.

Thou art good to all, and thy tender mercies

are over all thy works ; and thou art continually

doing us good, though we arc evil and unthank-

ful. We have rested and are refreshed, when
many have been tossed to and fro till the dawning

of the day. W^e have a safe and quiet habitation,

while many are forced to wander and lie exposed.

One day tells another, and one night certifies to

another, that thou art good, and never failest
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those that seek thee, and trust in thee. Vv'"e

thankfully own thy goodness to us, and acknowl-

edge ourselves to be Ies3 than the least of all the

mercy and truth thou hast shewed us.

Above all, we bless thee for the gifts of thy

grace to lost and miserable sinners in and through

thy dear Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. We praise

tliee that, having laid down his life to make atone-

ment for sin, he rose again for our justification,

that lie might bring in an everlasting righteous-

ness. We b^.ess thee that our eyes see the light,

?nd our ears hear the joyful souiid of redemption

by him, and of that life asKl immortality which
are brought to light by the gospel. Glory be to

God in the highest that there is on earth peace,

and good- will tov/ards men.

O grant us wisdom and grace, that we may
rightly understand the gospel, lirmly belitve it,

and cheerfully obey it ; tiiat so we may be saving-

ly interested m the blessings which it reveals.

Through him, who was made sirt for us, though
he knew no sin, let u*] sinners be accepted as

righteous. And as Christ died for our sins, v/e

pray that v/g may be dying daily to lhe:n. May we
also experience in our souls the power and virtue

of his resurrection : May Vv'c rise with him from
the death of sin to the life of righteousness ; from
the dust of this world to a holy, spiritual, divine,

and iieavenly life.

Kelp us to set our alTections on things above,
and not on things that are on earth. O that time,

and the things of time, may be as nothing to us
in comparison with eternity, and its infirtite reali-

ties ! Give us grace, v/e pray thee, to look up
to the other world with such a hoW concern and
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realizing fl\ith, that we maj/ look down upon this

world with a holy conteinpt and indifTerence, as

those that must be here but a little while, and
must exist ill some unknown region for ever.

Give us grace, we pray thee, to live a life of
conrimunion with thee, both in providences and
ordinances, and a life of dependance upon thee ;

at all times trusring in thy power, providence,

and promises, and pouring out our hearts before

thee. Enable us also to live a life of devotedness

to thee ; and of complacency in thee. May we
set the Lord always before us ; aim at thy glory

as our hio'hest end ; and make religion not only

cur chief busitiess, but our highest pleasure.

We beseech thee preserve us in our integrity

to our d} ing day. O may we never forsake or

forget thee I but Vv'ith purpose of heart may wc
cleave unto the Lord, and not count life itself dear

to us, so that WQ may finish our course with hon-

our and joy.

Let thy good providence order all the circum-

stances of our dying, so as inay best befriend our

comfortable removal hence ; and while we are

here, muke us wiser and better every day ; more
weaned from this world, more willing to leave it,

and more fit for another and better.

Bless us, O Lord, as a family, with every-

thing suited to our several circumstances. Give

us all wisdom to know the duties of our several

characters and stations, and make us faithful in

the performance of them. Be gracious to all that

are related to us, or connected with us. Pity

and relieve the children of affliction, and be a

present help to all thy people in every season of

distress. To thy providential care we commit
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ourselves and each other for the day ensuing.

Preserve us from every danger, fortify us against

every temptation, assist us in every duty, and
graciously accept us in thy dear Son ; to Vv'hom

with the Father, and the Eternal Spirit, be gloj-y

and praise now and for ever. Amen.

TUESDAY EVENING.

O GOD, the infinite eternal spirit ; most per-

fect in power, wisdom and goodness ; though
mortal eyes cannot behold thee, nor any created

understanding comprehend thee, thou art ever

present with us, and seest the secrets of our hearts.

All our sins, and all our wants, are knov/n to

thee : But thou \risely requirest our confessions,

as the exercise of our repentance, and our peti-

tions and thanksgivings, as the expressions of

our desires, dependance and gratitude. We
confess our unfitness for such converse v/ith thee.

O thou, whose mercy invitetii miserable sinners

to come unto thee, by the ntw and living way ;

meet us not in thy justice, as a consuming fire,

but accept us in thy righteous and beloved Son.
Thou, who art the creator of all things, didst

make us in thine image, to know, love, and serve

thee. But sin hr.th corrupted all our powers, and
perverted them from the ends for which we were
made.
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We ought to have served thee with our whole
hearts, and to have eniployed our time, our
thoughts, our tongues, and all our powers, for

thy glory and the good of men. But alas, we
have often trided in thy worship, and Iixpocriti-

caliy sei ved thee with our lips alone, and have
taken thy dreadful name in vain. Our thoughts
have been guilty of vanity, folly, and impurity ;

our tongues, of idle, VsTathful, and iiijurious

Vs ords, VVc have not loved our neighbours as

ourselves, nor sought each others welfare, tem-
poral or spiritual, with that zeal and aiFectioa

wliich our relation to each other, and thy love to

us required. We have unprcfitably abused thy

talents, and done but little good in tlic world, in

comparison with what we n^iight have done.

And though thy vronderful mercy hath given

us a Redeemer, and in him such a remedy for

our sins, as is the astonishment of men and an-

gels, we have been chargeable w^idi unbelief, and
a stupid neglect of this great salvation.

But deal witli us, O Lord, not according to

our deserts, but according to our necessity, and
thy great goodness. Where our sin hath abound-
ed, let thy grace much more abound.

There is enough in the merit of thy Son's

obedience and sacrifice to expiate our guilt, and
justif}' penitent believers in thy sight. We would
therefore encoura^-e ourselves in the Lord our
God, and eheerfally rely upon thy pardoning
mercy.
And while in the exercise of faith, we earnestly

implore the forgiveness of our past sins, we de-
sire cheerfully to return to thee, in the way of our
duty, and humbl)' give up ourselves to thee as
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cur God, our Father, our Saviour, and our Sanc-

tifier ; beseeching thee to receive us upon the

terms of thy coVenant of grace. Renew and

sanctify us by thy Spirit. Take from us the heart

of stone, and give us hearts of flesh. Impart to

us a divine and heavenly nature, and transform us

into the image of thy holiness. Enable us to de-

vote'ourselves, and all that thou givest us, entire-

ly to thee as thine own. Bring ail the powers of

our souis and bodies into a full subjection to tliy

government.
Shed abroad thy love in our hearts, by the

power of the Holy Ghost. Shew us more of

thine infinite goodness and perfections, and the

v/onderful mercy which thou hast given us in

Christ ; and let the beams of thy love so fire our
breasts, that we may love thee with ail our hearts

and souls, v/ith all our mind and strengtli ; and
may taste the beginning of the felicity of hea\en ;

where we shall love thee more than we can now
desire or conceive.

Give us more of the spirit of adoption ; pos-

sess us with all child-like affections towards thee

as our reconciled God and Father in Christ.

Teach us to make thee our ultimate end, and to

seek thy glory in all we do. And let thy exceed-
ing love and mercy to us, engage us to love one
another ; to love all mankind ; and even our ene-
mies themselves. May \vc ever be ready to par-

don the injuries we may receive, and to do good
to all, to the utmost of our pov/er.

Keep us, we beseech thee, from every thing
in our words and actions I^y which we should dis-

honour thy name, and grieve thy Spirit. Quick-
en and animate us in every duty, whether person-
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f«L relative, or divine. And help us to spend
this transitory life in a diligent preparation for

death and eternity. Let our hearts and our con-

versation be in heaven. Be with us through all

the changing scenes of life ; and O forsake us not

in our last extremity, but give us hope in a dying
hour, and take our departing spirits to be with

Christ.

Set up thy glory, O Lord, above the heavens,

and let thy name be sanctified in all the earth.

Convert the heathen and infidel world to the faith

of thy Son. Give wise and upright rulers to the

nations ; and let the gospel of Jesus go forth as

the sun, to enlighten the whole world. Reform
the churches which are dark and corrupt. Cast

down that tyranny and ungodliness which keep

out knowledge, holiness, and peace. Preserve

and bless the reformed churches, especially in

tliese Unirted States. Make our rulers faithful to

their trust, that they may seek the true prosperi-

ty of their country. Teach thou our teachers.

Give all thy churches able and faithful pastors,

and abundantly succeed their labours, that their

hearers may be fruitful in knowledge and holiness,

peace and charity.

Bless all the members of this family, together

with all that arc near and dear to us, both

in body and soul ; and help us to serve each oth-

er in love. Wc thankfully acknov/ledge thy fa-

therly goodness manifested to us this day. Be
pleased to continue it through the night watches.

Give us such rest of body and mind as may fit us

for the duties of the day ensuing. We ask all in

the p.ame of Jesus Christ our only Saviour and
Mediator. Amen.
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In the Method of the ho:iD' 2. Ppv ayer.

MOST glorious God, and most merciful Fa*

ther ; thou dwellcst in -the highest heaven^ but

hast manifested thy glory through all the earth.

With filial reverence and delight would we cele-

brate thy perfections. Thou art power, wisdom,
and goodness itself ; the creator of all things ; the

owner, the ruler, and the benefactor of the

world ; but especially of thy church and people.

We adore thee that though, by sin, we thy chil-

dren were become thine enemies ; slaves to Satan

and the world ; and had exposed ourselves to the

condemnation of thy law ; thou in thy paternal

love hast interposed to redeem us to thyself by
Jesus Christ thy Son, and to regenerate us by thy

holy Spirit. We bless thee that thou givest us
leave to call thee our reconciled Father^ and to

entertain the hope of an immortal inheritance in

thy heavenly kingdom. O with what wonderous
love hast thou loved us, that we vvho had been
rebels should be called and made the sons of God.
Thou hast advanced us to this dignity that we

might be wholly devoted to thee, as thine own ;

that we might love thee with all our hearts, de-
lightfully obey thee, and ever live to thy g!jry.

Cause us and all the world to hallow^ reverence,
and sanctify thy great name. O may we live to
thee as our ultimate end ; and may thy shining im-
age on our souls glorify thy divine perfections.
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Cause all the Idngdoms of the earth to cost off

the tyranny of Slatan and of sin ; to acknowledge
thy supreme authority ; and to become the king-
doms of the Lord and his Christ. And O do
thou perfect t'ly kingdom of gnsce in our sculs,

by engaging us to a more willing and absokite

subjection to thy government : and we beseech
thee to hasten thy kingdom of glory.

We pray that neither we, nor others, may be
governed by the will of the fiesh, or of man ; by
erroneous imaginations, or by that self-will which
is the idol of the wicked ; but by the good and
acceptable and perfect ijotll of God, which thou

hast revealed in thy word. Make known thy

word of truth and righteousness to all the world,

and cause men to understand, believe, and obey
the gospel of salvation ; so that the earthy which
is now too much like hell, may in holiness, peace,

and love be made to resenible heaven.

We pray that thou, who art the God of our
lives, and the author of all our outward comforts,

wilt be pleased to maintain the life which thou
hast given us here, till the work of life be finish-

ed. Grant us, we pray thee, such health of

mind and body, such protection, and such sup-

plies, as shall best fit us for our duty. Give us

this dai/y and every day, owr daily bread, and
make us content therewith. Help Ub to acknowl-
edge thy providence in our diligent labours ; to

serve thee faithfully with all that thou givest us ;

and to labour above all things for the meat which
endureth to everlasting life.

Vv'e beseech thee of thy mercy, through the

sacrifice and propitiation of thy beloved Son, for.
give us all our sins and trespasses ; all our omis-
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sioiis of duty, and commissions of what thou hast

forbidden ; our sins of heart, of word, and of

deed. Spare us, good Lord, , and grant us re-

pentance unto life. Take not away thine holy

Spirit from us, nor deny us his assistance and ho-

ly operations. Seal to us the pardon of our sins ;

lift up upon us the light of thy countenance, and
graat us tlie joys of thy salvation.

And let thy love and mercy to us fill us, not

only with love and thankfulness -to thee, but with

love and mercy to our brethren, and even our
enemies ; that wc may heartily forgive them, as

(through thy grace) we hope we do.

For the time to come, suffer us not wilfully to

cast ourselves into temptation, but enable us
carefully to avoid it, and resolutely to resist and
conquer the temptations we cannot avoid. Let
us not be assaulted by Satan or the world, or tried

by thy judgments, above the strength which thy
grace shall give us. And O do thou mortity
those inv/ard lusts which are our constant and
most dangerous enemies.

Deliver us from a fearless confidence in our owi%
strength, and let us not dally with the snare, nor
taste the bait, but cause us to fear and departyro/72

evil ; lest, before we are aware, we be entangled
and overcome, to the wounding of our conscien-
ces with guilt, and with the dread of thy wrath.
Especially save us from error and unbelief, from
pride and hypocrisy, fi'oni sensuality and hard-
ness of heart. Deliver us from the malice of Sa-
tan, and wicked men, and from all the evils which
sin brings alon.^ with it.

While we earnestly crave all this from thee, we
humbly tender our praises, and our future ser-

C 2
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vice to thee. Thou art the king of all the earth :

thy kingdom is everlasting : wise and just and
merciful is thy government. Thine is the power^
both to punish thine enemies, and to assist and
recompense them that love and serve thee : a?id

to thee is the glory due for all that they are, and
do, and enjoy : we pray that thou mayest be glo-

rified in and by US. The whole creation pro.

claimeth thy praise ; but in heaven only art thou

served in perfection, where the blessed see thy

glory. O that we may at length arrive there, and
with the innum.erable company of saints and an»

gels admire, adore, love, and serve thee for ever,

who wast, and art, and art to come ! Of thee,

and through thee, and to thee, are all things, to

whom be glory ^ by Christ Jesus, Jbr ever. A-
Bien.

WEDNESDAY EVENING.

GLORIOUS Jehovah ! While angels and
perfected spirits are praising thee in the presence

of thy glory, thou hast allowed and commanded
us to take our part in the presence of thy grace.

We have the same most holy God to praise ; and

though we see thee not, our faith discerneth thee

lYi thy works and word. And, blessed be thy

name, though as sinners we are unworthy, and
our best services arc polluted, yet we have a great

liigh-priest, who was holy, harmless, undeiiled,



WEDNESDAY EVENING. 31

and separate from sinners ; who appears for us

before thy throne, v/ith the merits of his spotless

life and sacrifice. In his name would we now
approach thy presence, with hope and confidence.

Accept our persons and services through this

blessed Mediator.
* Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, who

wast, and art, and art to come. Thou art eternal,

without beginning or end : immense, without

measure or bounds : the infinite Spirit, the Lord
and Life of the creation : most powerful, wise,

and good. All thy works declare thy praise :

thy glorious perfections appear in them all ; for

thy glory and pleasure they were all created. The
heavens, and all the hosts thereof, the sun, the

moon, and the stars of light ; the earth, aijd all

that dwell therein, with all its beauteous orna-

ments ; the air, and all that breathe in it ; tlic

great deeps, and all that inhabit them ; all are the

preachers of thy perfections, and all shev\^ forth

the 2:reat Creator's dory.
We glorify thee as our creator and sovereign.

We are thine own, and our entire obedience is

thy due. Just are ail thy laws and judgments,
true and sure is thy word, and it is our duty and
our happiness, in all things, to be subject to thy

will.

We acknowledge thee as our great benefactor,

in whom we live, and move, and have our bein^^.

All we are, all we have, all we can do, is whol-
ly from thee, and all is for thee. Thou art our
highest end ; to love thee is our first duty, and

* A\ B, When brevity is required, this prayer may be
begun here. This may be used occasionally, as it was
originally intended for Lord's Day Morning,
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our only felicity, for thou art infinitely amiable :

thou art love itself.

We adore thee as our great Redeemer and Sav-

iour. When man by sin turned away his heart

from thee, and became an idol to himself, bless-

ed be thy name thou didst not treat him accord-

ing to his desert : when we forsook thee, we
were not utterly forsaken by thee : when by sin

we were become thine enemies, and had exposed
ourselves to the curse of thy law, thy mercy gave
the promise of a Redeemer, whom in the fulness

of time thou didst send, to assume our nature ;

who fulfilled thy law, who suffered for our sins,

who conquered death, rose again, ascended to

heaven, and is there our glorified head and inter-

cessor. Him hast thou exalted to be a Prince

and a Saviour, to give repentance and remission

of sins. In him tiiou hast given pardon, recon-

ciliiition, and adoption, by a covenant of grace,

unto every penitent believer. Of enemies and
the heirs of death, thou hast made us sons, and
heirs of life.

Our souls have now a refuge from the wrath

to come. Satan, the world, and death are van-

quished. Our Lord is risen, and v/e have the

hope of ri.sing with jiim. He is ascended to his

Father and our Father, to his God and our God.
O may we ere long ascend to our glorified head,

and be with him where he is, to behold his glory !

To his hands may v/e be enabled cheerfully to

commit our departing spirits, saying, ^* O death,

wiiere u thy sdng ? O grave, where is thv vie-

tory ?"

We praise thee for the Spirit of life, which
thou hast sent, to communicate light, and life,
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and love, to our dark, dead, and disiifTected

souls. May that Spirit be irr.parted to us, and
may we thereby be sealed to the day of redemp-
tion. May we remember that we are created, re-

deemed, and sanctified, for thy love, a^id praise,

and service. O let these be the delight of our

souls, and the employment of our lives. Strength-

en, O God, we beseech thee, thy weak and lan-

guid graces in our hearts, that our love may be

more ardent, our praise more ailectionate, and
our obedience more compleat. Fain would we
be more like those blessed spirits above, whose
love is unmixed with fear, whose praise is with-

out langour, and whose obedience is perfect.

We lament that our faith is so v/eak ; that we
have so little taste and feehng of thy love ; that

we are so pressed down Vvith this load of sin, and
so imprisoned by the remainder of our carnal af-

fections. O let us not rest in this state : Lord,
increase our faith. Shed abroad thy love in our
hearts. Mortify our unbelief, our pride, our sen-

suality, and all those sins vrhich interrupt us in

the service and enjoyment of thee. Make us
more holy and heavenly : bring us nearer to thy-

self by faith and love now, that we may be more
meet for that world, where the harmony of uni-

versal love and praise shall never be interrupted
by siris or griefs, fears or discord, but shall be
everlastingly perfect, to our joy, and to thy glo-

Vouchsafe more of thy Spirit, O Lord, to all

thy churches and servants in the world. Provide
and send forth the messengers of thy grace
through all the earth. Let thy holy word and
worship continue iu these American states, so
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long as the world endureth. Let all our con|^re-

giitions have burning and shining lights, that the

people may not perish for lack of knowledge ;

and do thou open mens' hearts to receive thy

vrord, and cause them to know the day of their

visitation. Bless all in authority, with that wis-

dom and righteousness which arc needful to the

common safety, peace, and welfare. Be merci-
ful to those v/ho are in aiHiction, want, or danger
of every kind, and appear for them according to

thy goodness and their necessity. All which we
ask through our glorified Mediator Jesus Christ

the righteous, unto whom as the Lsimb that was
slain, and the great Lord and head of his church,

be ascribed glory everlasting. Amen.

THURSDAY MORNING.

^
O ALMIGHTY, all-seeing, and most gra.

cious God ; v, ho hast created us and all things

for thy glory ; we sinful worms of the earth, en-

couraged by thine own command and promise,
and by the mediation of thine own Son, do hum-
bly cast ourselves down before thee, to acknowl-
edge thy nif:rcies, to confess our sins, to suppli-

cate thy favour, and to tender tliee our service.

We thank thee that tliou hast made us reasona-
ble creatures. O form our souls to know and
love and serve thee on eart'n, and to enjoy ever-

lasting happiness in thy glory above. We bless
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thee that we, who were conceived in sin, and
who, in our fleshly state, were enemies to thee

by wicked works, were not left, like the fallen

angels, to helpless despair ; but that we have an

all-sufficient Saviour given us, by thy love, who
hath redeemed us by his blood, and conferred a

fi'ee pardon, and title to life, in his covenant of

grace, upon all that heartily accept him as their

Lord and Saviour,

We praise thee for his blessed gospel, for his

spotless example, and for his holy Spirit, prom-
ised to all true believers. We thank thee for our
birth and education, our healfh and friends, our
peace and liberty, and for all the comforts of this

life. We thank thee for our public instructions,

and private helps, for the comfort of thy worship,

and all the means of salvation. But especially

we praise thee if thou hast blessed any of them
for our good. Adored be thy name that thou
didst not give us over to the blindness of our own
minds, the hardness of our hearts, and the do-
minion of our fleshly wills and desires.

We cannot thmk of thy love to us without
calling to mind our unv/orthiness and ingratitude.

Our depraved nature v/as the fruitful source of
manifold iniquities in our lives. Our childhood
and youth were spent too much in folly and sen-
sualit}'. How long did we forget our God, our
souls, and our everlasting state ! How long did
we live in ignorance and unbelief, following di-

vers lusts and vanities, and resisting thy blessed
Spirit, which moved us to repent and turn to
thee !

O Lord, enter not into judgment with us. For-
give Hi, we beseech thee, for his sake v/ho is the
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propitiation for our sins. Charge not upon us the

sins of our hearts or of our lives ; of our youth-
ful dixys, or our riper years ; our sins of omis-
sion or commission. Wash us in tlie blood,

and accept us through the merits, of our blessed

Redeemer.
Let our hearts be sincere in consenting to his

covenant ; and by a lively faith may we be one
with him our living head. Let us receive the

continual communications of his enlightening,

quickening, and sanctifying Spirit, without v/hich

our souls are dark, dead, and polluted. O give

us this Spirit to dwell in us, to fill our hearts with
holy /{/e ; to form us to a ntw and holy nriture ;

that we may die unto sin, and live unto thee.

Give us diy Spirit to nil us with holy light ; that

we may know thee in Christ, may understand thy
Vv'ord, and believe thy truth. Give us thy Spirit

to fiil us with holy love ; that our whole desire

may be to thee, and our whole delight in thee.

Regulate our thoughts, words, and actions by
thy vv'ord ; and govern our appetites, and pas-

sions, by thy grace, that they may not hinder but
further us in thy service.

Deliver us, O God, from a selfish temper, and
teach us to love our neighbour as ourselves, to

wrong no man in thought, word, or deed ; but
to do all the good we can to others, both for their

bodies and souls. Save us from the diabolical

sin of pride, and all the fruits of it. Make us
humble and lowly in our own eyes, and patient if

we are vile in the eyes of others. Teach us to

loathe ourselves for our past sins» and make us

watchilul against temptations, to them for the fu-

ture. Especially save us from those heart dis-
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tempers which are most powerful in us, and

which we are most prone to indulge and overlook.

Favour us with such helps as we most need, and

bless them to us for our good.

Teach us to behave aright in our several sta

tions, whether as superiors, inferiors, or equals

that we may have comfort, and be useful in them

Mercifully dispose of our persons, our friends,

and ail our affairs, for the best. Protect and pro

vide for our bodies : make us contented with

our daily bread, and patient if we should suffer

want.

Be merciful, O God, to all the afflicted. Give
such seasonable deliverance to the sick, the op-

pressed, and broken hearted, as shall be most for

their good, for that of others, and for thy glory.

Continue thy gospel to thy churches. Furnish
them with skilful, holy, and diligent pastors, and
bless the labours of such, to the increase of ho-

liness, love and peace. Bless all in authority.

Teach them to govern, and us to obey, as the

subjects of the King of kings. Deliver deceived
and oppressed nations, especially those professing

Christianity, from tyranny and error. Subdue
the powers that rebel against thee, and let the
kingdoms of the world become the kingdoms of
Christ. Open a way for the gospel to them ; send
them teachers fitted for so great a work, and
crown their labours with success, that thus thy
name may be hallowed, thy kingdom may come,
and thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day, Sec.

B
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ETERNAL and incomprehensible God, who
dwellest in hght which no man can approach,

where thousands of thousands minister unto thee ;

we adore thee that thou also dwcUest on earth,

with the humble and contrite^ and hast consecrat-

ed for us a new and living way, that with bold-

ness we may enter into the holiest by the blood of

Jesus, and hast bid us to seek thee while thou

mayest be found.

We are here come unto thee at thy call, to

worship at thy footstool : behold us in thy tender

mercies, and let the words of our mouths, and
the meditations of our hearts, be acceptable in

thy sight, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Thou, O God, art holy, and hatest the work-

ers of iniquity. Thou hast appointed death as

the wages of sin ; but to exalt thy mercy, thou

hast sent thy Son to be the Saviour of the world,

and hast promased forgiveness of sins, through

his blood, to all that believe in him, and by true

repentance return unto thee

Lord, we confess that w& are vile and misera-

ble sinners. We have all gone astray from thee,

every one in his own way. Instead of living

wholly to thy glory, and obeying thy will in all

things, wt have sought to please ourselves, mind-

ing the things of the flesh, and making provision

for the lusts thereof Lord, our transgressions

arc multiplied before tliee, and our sins testify

against us. We arc not v/orthy to be called thy
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^'ehiklren, but have deserved thy wrath. In sin-

ning against thee, we have sinned against our

own souls. To us belongeth confusion of face.,

but unto thee belong mercy and forgiveness.

Have mercy upon us, O God, pardon our ini-

quities, and heal all our diseases. Wash us in

the blood of the Lamb, which taketh away the

sins of the world, and accept us through him.

Grant us repentance unto life. Cause us to

loathe ourselves for our sins, and give us those

broken and contrite spirits which thou wilt not

despise. Enlighten our understandings, to kno'vV

the wcndeifiil things of thy law, and the riches

of thy grace in Jesus Christ, Put thy fear and
thy love in cur hearts, that v/e may never depart

from thee.

Teach us to live by faith, and thus to live

above the world, while we are in it, nnd to use
the world as not abusing it. Let us not pass the

rest of our time after the lusts of men, but after

the will of God ; striving to enter in at the strait

gate, doing the work of him that sent us. Help
us to walk circumspectly and without offence, re-

deeming the time, because the days are few and
evil.

Tslake us zealous of good works, in patience
possessing our souls ; taking up our cross, and
•foilowing Christ Jesus our Lord, that having suf-

fered with him, wc may be also glorified with
him. Though tempted, may we overcome in
his strength, and at last may we receive that
crown of life vvhich he has promised to all them
that are faithful unto death.

As the vvcrld, O God, was created for thy
-glory, let thy name be glorified in all the earth.
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Let atheists, idolaters, and infidels be converted
to tliee. Unite all christians, in Jesus Christ the

only true and universal head, in faith and love. O
cast out errors and corruptions, heal divisions, and
restrain the spirit of pride, persecution, and cru-

elt}', among all that profess thy name.
By thee kings reign and princes decree justice,

and thou rulest in all the kingdoms of the earth.

By thy gracious hand, O Lord, rule and protect

lis. Bless our president and governors : grant

them the spirit of wisdom and counsel, of holi-

ness and the fear of the Lord : endue them with

thine holy Spirit, enrich them with thine heaven-

1}^ grace, and make them blessings in their gene*

rations. Grant unto the great council of the na-

tion, the judges, and all the magistrates of the

land, that wisdom which is from above, that they

may rule in thy fear,' and judge righteously.

Give all the churches able, holy and faithful

pastors, v/ho may honestly and diligently preach
thy ^^'ord, and guide thy flock in the way of truth,

lioliness, and peace. Bless our land with the

jruits of the earth in their season. Preserve us
from sickness, from the mischievous contrivan-

ces of the wicked, from civil discord, and eve-

ry other evil. Shew pity to the ailiicted, and
sanctify thy fluherly chastisements. Be a friend

to all our friends, and help them and us to per-

form all the mutual offices of friendship. May
all the members of our family be members of

Cln-ist, and finally dwell together in thy heavenly

kinerdom.

Accept, O most gracious God, our thanks-

givings for thy unspeakable love and mercy to us,

and all the race of mankind ; especially for that
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\insearchaV>Ie mystery of love, which the angels

desire to look into, the gift of thy beloved Son,

for our redemption and salvation. We thank

thee for the new covenant established in his

blood : for tht exceeding great and precious

promises of thy gospel : for the revelation of thy

will and our duty : for the assistance of thy min-

isters, and. the influences of thy Spirtit. O let

us give thanks unto the Lord, for he is good, and

his mercy endureth for ever.

We particularly bless thee for that goodness
which has protected us, and provided for us the

past day. O give us such a deep sense of tliy

rnruiifold mercies as shall av/akeu our gratitude,

constrain us to better obedience, and encourage
our constant trust in thy providence and grace.

May goodness and mercy still follow us all our
days. We commit ourselves afresh to thee, and
beg thy care over us through the watches of this

night, that no evil may come nigh our persons or

cur dwelling. Hear, O Lord, we beseech thee,

these our prayers and praises, tlirough the mer*
its and intercession of Jesus Christ our only Lord
and Saviour. Amen,

FRIDAY MORNING.

BLESSED and glorious God; thou art the
King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only wise
God, of whom, through whom, and to whom

D 2
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are all things ; the Father of mercies, and the

God of all grace. We are not worthy of the

least of all thy blessings ; and } et how large a

share have we had of them ! Open thou our lips,

and our mouth shall shew forth thy praise.

Wg are thy creatiu^es, O Lord, whose hands
have made and fashioned us ; thou art the Father

of our spirits, and our bodies are thy workman-
ship.

We bless thee that thou hast made us after

thine own image, but a litde lower than the an-

^^els, and crowned us with glory and honour :

that thou hast taught us more than the beasts of

the field, and made us wiser than the fowls of the

air. Help us to worship and serve thee the Lord
our maker. May all those powers, by which
thou hast distinguished us from the rest of thy

creatures, be devoted to thy service, and employ-

ed for thine honour.

We bless thee for thy tender care of us in the

helpless state of infancy, and for the constant at-

tendance of thy providence ever since. Thou
hast fed us all our life long, and redeemed us from

evil. We bless thee for preservation or recovery

from sickness, and for deliverance from the ma-

ny dangers to which we have been exposed.

Thou hast, in love to our souls, saved us from

the pit of corruption, thou hast delivered our

eyes from tears, our feet from falling, and our

souls from death. O may thy goodness lead u$

to repentance, and may we walk before the Lord

in the land of the living.

W^e praise thee that we were born in a land en-

joying the gospel, and not in the region of the

bhudow of dcAth : neither among Pagans, who
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have not the Bible, nor Papists, who are forbid

the use of it. Thou hast shewed unto us thy

word and thy statutes, thy grace and covenant ;

thou hast not dealt so with many other nations.

We bless thee for the gospel itself, and for thy

Son, the Redeemer of lost sinners, therein reveal-

ed. May his name be unto us as ointment pour-

ed forth. Blessed be God who hath so loved the

world as to send his only begotten Son into it,

that the world through him might be saved.

We bless thee for thy Spirit which thou hast

sent to abide with thy church for ever, to convince

of sin, to sanctify the heart, and to dwell in the

souls of believers. O may that blessed Spirit

take up his abode in our souls, to enlighten, to

quicken, to sanctify, and to comfort us ! \Ve
bless thee for the appointment of a gospel -minis-

try in the church, as the means of converting sin-

ners, and edifying the body of Christ ; and for

the opportunities we have enjoyed for attending

the ordinances of the gospel. Lord teach us to

profit by them, and make thy word the savour of
life unto life to our souls.

We would be particularly thankful that M'e

were born of pious parents, or have been cast in

the families of those professing the gospel, who
were concerned to bring us up in the nurture and
admonition of the Lord. We bless thee for their

repeated instructions, faithful admonitions, sea-
sonable corrections, holy examples, and affection-

ate prayers. O ©ur God, grant that all may not
be in vain, and that we may not be, after all, cum-
berers of thy ground. Water all these means
with thine heavenly influence, and make us fruit-

ful in every good word and work.
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Make us more thankful for all thy mercies, and
help us not only to speak, but to live thy praise.

We lament our past ingratitude. What unsuita-

ble returns have we made for that goodness of

thine which has followed us all our days ! We
earnestly implore thy pardoning mercy, through
tlie great Mediator, and would as earnestly en-

treat thy quickening influence, that we may love

thee more and serve thee better. O grant us the

continued supplies of the Spirit of Jesus Christ,

that we may give oil diligence to add to our faith

virtue, knowledge, temperance, patience, godli-

ness, brotherly.kindness, and chanty. May these

d-jings not only be in us, but abound, that Vv^c may
not be unfruitful in the knowledge of Jesus

Christ.

Help us to put on the whole arm.our of God,
that vre may stand against the wiles of the devil,

and withstand in the evil day. Keep us from the

evil of the world, and give us that faith which will

overcome it. Teach us our duty in all parts, and

make us compleat in all the will of God. Help

us to vvalk in all the statutes and ordinances of

the Lord blanieless.

Help us duly to consider our latter end, and

diligently to prepare for death and eternity. Let

us not presume upon long life, or talk of goods

laid up for many years, since wc know not how
soon our souls may be required of U3, Lord
teach us so to number our days as to apply our

hearts unto wisdom. V/hatsoever our hand fmd-

cth to do, may we do it with ail our might, since

there is no work, nor knowledge, nor device in

the grave, whither we are going.
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And now, Lord, what wait we for ? our hope

is in thee. Let thine ears be open unto the sup-

plications of thy servants. Accept our acknowl-

edgments for thy mercy of the night past. Take
care of us through this day. Fit us for the du-

ties and the trials of every day, and O prepare us

for our last. All which we beg in the name, and

through the mediation, of tlie Lord Jesus, who
has taught us to pray after this manner^

Our Father, he.

FRIDAY EVENING.

O THOU, whose name alone is Jehovah, thou

art the most high God over all the earth. Thy
greatness is unsearchable, thy understanding is

infinite, and thy tender mercies are over all thy

works. From everlasting to everlasting thou art

God, with whom there is no variableness, neither

shadow of turning. Thou, O Lord, fillest hea-

ven and earth with thy presence. Thou search-

est the heart, and triest the reins of the children

of men. Thou knowest our do -.vn-sitting and up-
rising, and art acquainted with all our ways.
Yea, all things are naked and open to the eyes of
that God with whoai we have to do.

Lord help us to consider this when we approach
unto thee, and do thou suitably impress our minds
therewith. Fill our souls with awe and rever-

ence of thy majesty, and with trust and confidence
m thee» Inspire our hearts with devout affcc.
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tions, and lielp us to worship thee in spirit atid in

truth.

We are now coriie to seek thy favour, and im-
plore thy blessing. Look down upon us in mer-
cy. Let thy Spirit help our iniirmitics. Give
«ar unto our voice, O Lord, and consider our
meditation.

Wc confess that we are utterly unworthy of
thy favour. Lord, we are vile, what shall we an-

swer thee ? The imagination of our hearts has

been evil from our youth. How early did pride,

anger, envy, revenge, self-wii], and other unruly

appetites, appear in our lives. O remember not

the sins of our youth, nor our later transgressions;

for we must confess our guilt has increased with

our years. We have walked too much after the

way ofour own hearts, and in the si^ht of our
tycs,

Tliese our iniquities are highly aggravated, as

they are committed against light and conviction,

against promises, vows, and manifold experience,

agi.inst great grace and love. Lord, wc abhor

ourselves, and repent in dust and ashes. Who
can understand his errors ? Cleanse thou us from
secret faults. Grant us the blessedness of those

whose transgression is forgiven, and whose sin is

covered, unto whom the Lord imputeth not ini-

quity. Wc have no merit to plead, but ca^t our-

selves upon thy sovereign mercy i:i the Rcdeemt-

er. Thou hast declared thy name, the Lord God,
merciful and gracious, long-sulfering, abundant
in goodness and trutii, forgiving iniquity, trans-

gression, and sin. Let us experience the bounty
and compassion of thy nature. We plead the

felocd of atonement, Wc have sinned, but
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through the redempcion that is in him.

And O do thou heal and sanctify our sinful na-

ture. Help us to put off the old man which is

corrupt, and to put on the new man, which after

God, is created in righleousneiss and true holi-

ness. Enlighten our minds, and grant us the

spirit of wisdom and revelation in the kno^vledge

of Christ. Open our eyes that we may behold

wondrous things out of thy law, and be filled with

the knowledge of thy vriil in ail spiritual under-

standing. Give us faithful consciences, that shall

smite us when w^e do evil, and teach us to sub-

mit to their reproof. Subdue our wills, cast

down lofty imaginations, and bring every thought

in subjection to Christ. Help us to set our affec-

tions on things above, where Christ sitteth at the

right hand of God. And may tlic God of peace

sanctify us wholly, and grant that our whole snir-

it> soul, and body, may be preserved blameless

until the coming of Christ.

As thou requirest that prayers and thanksgiv-

ing be made for all men, we would remember
the cases of others before thee. Shower down,
O Lord, thy blessings upon the inhabitants of the

world. Give thy Son the heathen for his inheri-

tance, aad the uttermost parts of the earth for his

possession. Be favourable to our native land.

Let thy providence be our defence, and thy pres^
ence our glory.

Bless the .ministers of thy word. Make them
faithful and successful. Clotlie them with salva-

tion, that thy saints may shout aloud for joy. Be
with those especiiilly under whose ministry we
are placed. Eaable them to speak the things
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that become sound doctrine : help us to profit by
their endeavours, and grant that we may be their

joy and crown in the presence of Christ at his

coming.

May thy blessing rest on this family, and thy
light shine on our tabernacle. May the heads of
the fawiily be zealous in their endeavours for the

good of those committed to their care. May the

children of the family be their rejoicing, by
walkii^ig in thy truth. Help them to flee youth-
ful lusts, and to remember thee their Creator,

Bless all our relations, friends, and acquaint-

ance, with all good things, and especially with all

spiritual blessings in Christ Jesus. Graciously

pity the afflicted, succour the tempted, provide

for the poor, and be a present help to all in the

time of trouble.

We bless thee for the mercies of this day, that

no evil has befallen us in it. Pardon the sins of
it, in our thoughts, words, and actions. Take us
under thy protection this night, and in the morn-
ing cause us again to hear the voice of health and
gladness. We ask all in the name of Jesus, our

adorable mediator and advocate. Amen.

SATURDAY MORNING.

O LORD our God, unto thee would we lift

up our souls. Quicken us to call upon thy name.
Assist us by thy Spirit in our access to thy mer-
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cy-seat, and raise our hearts to thyself. Teach

us to approach thee as becometh creatures, and

do thou draw nigh unto us as a God of grace.

Thou art God, and there is none else ; thy

name alone is Jehovah. All nations before thee

are as nothing, and they are accounted in thy

sight less than nothing and vanity. Thou art the

blessed and only potentate, King of kings and

Lord of lords. All things are naked and open

before thine eyes. Thou searchest the heart of

man, but how unsearchable is thine understand-

ing ! Thy power is infinite. Thou art of purer

eyes than to behold iniquity. Thou art slow to

anger, abundant in goodness, thy mercy is ever-

lasting, and thy truth endur-eth to all generations.

As thou art glorious in thyself, so by thy works
thou hast manifested thy glory to us. Thou,
Lord, hast made the heavens and the earth. The
v/hole creation is the work of thine hands. Thou
rulest among the armies of heaven, and doest

what thou pleasest among the inhabitants of the

earth. Thy works of nature and providence are

full of wonder, but especially thy works of grace
and redemption by Jesus Christ. While we give
glory unto thee, we would humble ourselves in

thy presence. Our being is but of yesterday,

and our foundation is in the dust. We are not
only mean in our original, but we are guilty and
depraved. We confess before thee the iniquities

of our thoughts, of our lips, and of our lives ;

our sins of omission and of commission ; the
sins of our childhood, and of our riper years ;

our sins against the law and against the gospel.

We are ashamed and blush to lift up our faces

before thee our God, for our iniquities are iucreas-

E



50 SATURBAY HORNING.

td over our heads, and our trespasses have reach-
ed up to the heavens. We will lay our hands
upon our mouth, and our mouth in the dust, if

so be there may be hope.

Gracious God, v.e humbly beseech thee to
take away the guilt of our sins, through the atone-
ment of thy Son ; justify our persons through his

righteousness, and subdue the power of our ini-

quities by thy Spirit, Deliver us from the natu-
ral darkness of our minds, fi^om the corruption
of our hearts, and the perverse tendency of our
appetites and passions. May thy Spirit discover
to us the evil and danger of sin, enlighten our
minds in the knowledge of God in Jesus Christ,

and sanctify all the powers of our nature. Form
our hearts according to thy will, and after the im-
age of thy Son. Be thou our light and cur
strength, and quicken us in the paths of holy o-

bedience. Fortify us against the temptations,

and free us from the snares which daily attend us.

While we are in this life we are in continual dan-

ger ; let the w^atchful eye of our God be upon us

for our defence. Save us from the pov/er of our
enemies in this world, and from the punishment
due to our sins in the world to come.

Preserve the gospel among us, and let all the

means of grace be continued to us, and be made
serviceable for the great ends of their appoint-

ment. Let all thy providences be sanctified to us.

May thy mercies, as cords of love, draw us near-

cr to thyself ; and let the strokes of thine alHict-

ing hand wxan us from sin, m.ortify us to this

world, and make us ready for our departure hence,

whensoever thou art pleased to call us. Guide
UH by thy counsels, and secure us by thy grace
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in all our travels through this dangerous wilder-

ness, and at last give us the victory oyer death,

and a triumphant entrance into the kingdom of

tliv glor}'.

"^VVhile we are here in the body, give us such

things as arc necessary to support our lives, and

to make them easy and comfortable to us. Let

our health, our strength, and our peace b© main-

tained, and let holiness to the Lord be inscribed

upon them all, that whatever we receive from
.thine hands may be improved to thine honour and
our truest advantage.

Vv^e pray thee to enlarge the borders of thy

Son's kingdom : spread the gospel among the

heathen, and make the name of Christ glorious

from the rising to the setting sun. Call in the

remainder of thine ancient people the Jews, with

the fulness of the Gentiles, into thy church.

Pour down a more abundant measure of thy Spir-

it to carry on thy own work upon earth. May
his influence be dilTusedin plentiful degrees upon
churches, upon ministers, upon families, and up.»

on all the saints. Deliver those who suffer from
persecuting powers : restrain the wrath of man,
and cause it to praise thee.

^Ve pray for the nation to which we belong,
that liberty and peace may be established and
nourish in it. Bless our governors, supreme and
subordinate, with wisdom e^aid faithfulness, to
manage the affairs thou hast entrusted them with*

I
We pray for our friends and relatives, that thou
wouldst deliver them from all the evils they feel

or fear, and bestow upon them all the good we
wisi; for ourselves, here or hereafter.
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We give thee humble and hearty thanks for all

thy mercies vouchsafed to mankind in general,

and to ourselves in particular, especially for the

safety and refreshment of the past night. May
the same good providence defend us through the

hours of this day, and may thy grace assist us in

all the duties of it. Hear and answer us, pardon,
accept, and bless us, for thy mercy's sake in Je-

sus Christ, through whom, by one Spirit, be as-

cribed to the only living and true God, everlasting

praises. Amen.

SATURDAY EVENING.

MOST high and most holy God ; we who arc

but dust and ashes, take upon us to speak to thy

sacred majesty. Pardon our unworthiness and

Jielp our infirmities. Hearken to the voice of our

cry, O our King and our God, unto whom we
will pray.

We adore thee as the first and the last, the

52;reatest and the best of beings ; the only true and

living God, whose glorious name is exalted above

all ble^ising and praise. We adore thee as the

creator and governor of the universe, and the

bountiful benefactor of all thy creatures.

With grathude and joy we acknowledge thy re-

lation to us, as our Creator, our Redeemer, our

King, our Almighty Friend, our reconciled God
and Fadier in Jesus Christ,
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\Vc praise tliee, O Lord, for thine original de-

<in:ns of lov^ to falien ir;an ; that thou shouldst

make suc!^. a distinction between us and the angels

that sinned. Lord, v/hat is man tliat thou shouldst

so concern thyself about his salvation. Blessed,

for ever blessed be thv name, tl^.at .though lallcn

an.^^els were suiiered toperisii v/Jthout a Saviour,

thiou didst cViUse any of the race of Adam unto

salvation : that before all worlds thou didst enter

into a covenant of grace with thy Son, the Lord
Jesus Christ, and give them into his hands, that

their happiness might be secured. We V^less thee

that tliou didst reveal this nierc}^ in various types

and promises, to our fathers by the prophets, and
that in itduc own appointed time thou didst send

thy Son in the likeness of sinful fiesh, and to re-

deem us by his death. We give glory to thy justice

and thy grace for this work of terror and conipas-

&ion ; in reconciling sinners to thyself by the suf-

ferings of thine only begotten and well- beloved

Son.

We praise thee for the gospel which thou hast

published to the world ; the gospel of pardon
and of peace : that thou hast confirmed it by such
ubunda;;! testimonies, to raise and establish our
faith.. Wc give glory to that power of thine

which has guarded thy gospel in all ages ; and
through all the oppositions of its enemies, In earth
;ind hell, has dehvered it down to us, and pro-
claimed its glad tidings in our age and nation.

We bless thee that we were born in such aland
of light as this, in which thou liast built habita-
tious for thyself, wherein \vq have enjoyed the
privilege of attendinij thy solemn worship, of bs-

E 2
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olding tliy glory and thy grace, and of being in-

structed in the way of salvation.

Thanks to thy goodness for the preservation of
our lives, amidst all the dangers that have threat-

cned us ; that thou didst not cut us off in a state

of nature and of sin ; that our portion is not at

this time among the cliildren of wrath and des-

pair ; that, notwithstanding our shameful abuse
of our distinguished mercies, we are still in the

land of the living and of hope. That VvC not on-

ly still enjoy so many of the conveniences and
comforts of this life, but that the means of grace

and salvation are still near unto us ; that thou art

3et inviting us to look unto Jesus and be saved ;

and i-hat to the calls of thy word and providesce,

thou art pleased to add the calls of thy Spirit in

our hearts.

O that the goodness of God may effectually

lead us unto repentance, and that thy iong-suSer-

ing may prove our salvation I God forbid that

our distinguished privileges should fmaily prove

distinguished iiggravations of our guilt and mise-

ry ! May v.-e be induced, by the miCrcies of the

Lord, to present our bodies and souls living sac-

rifices, holy and acceptable in thy sight, through

Jesus Christ ; which is our most reasonable ser-

vice. Uiider a sense of thy past goodness in gen-

eral, and especially on a review of the mercies of

the pa.st day and week, wc desire, O our heaven-

Iv Father, to dedicate ourselves afresh to thee.

\\'e are not our own, but thine : may we be en-

tirely devoted to thy service, and be enabled to

glorify thee both with our bodies and spirits,

\vhich are thine.
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To he added on the evening preceding a commun-
ion-sabbath.

Prepare all of us, we beseech thee, for the so-

lemnities of thine house on the ensuing day, and
render thine ordinances pleasant and profitable to

us, and to our fellow- worshippers. Assist all thy

ministers in leading the worship of thy sanctuary,

and in delivering the truths of the everlasting

gospel ; and do thou command the blessing out

of Zion, even life for evermore. And O grant

that the glad tidings of the gospel v,^hich we hear

may be proclaimed through the whole earth, tliat

all flesh may know the salvation of the Lord.
We beseech thee to accept these our prayers,

praises, and solemn vows, through the worth}'-

name of thy dear Son, to whom, as the Lamb
that was slain, to redeem us unto God by his

blood, be glory and dominion for ever. Amen.

LORD'S DAY MORNING.

MOST glorious God, and merciful Father,
in our Lord Jesus Christ ; we beseech thee look
down with pity upon thy unworthy creatures, who
are this morning of thine own day, drawing near
tlie footstool of thy throne of grace.

It is our greatest honour and advantage to l)e

allowed access to thee ; but our souls are so bow-
ed down with a spirit of infirmity, that we can-
not lift them up unto thee. Lord cure this sad
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diseai:c, cleanse us from all oi;r sins, remove our
carnality, and spiritua-.izc our afTections.

We bless thee that thou bast preserved us ffvim

all dangers through the last week, and the last

Y\\ght ; that thou hast lengtliened out our ti rr.e,

and that thou art now giving us another ri:ibbath ;

a new opportunity to repent, and to make our
calling arid election sure. As thou hast av/akeu-

cd our bodies from sleep, Lord awaken our souls

irom sin and spiritual slothfulness. As thou liast

caused the ligl.t of this day to shine upon our
bodies, cause the liglit of thy Vs'ord and Spirit to

illuinlnate our dark minds. And as thou addest

utw days and nev/ sabbaths to our lives, we pray

that thou wouldst add new grace and strength to

our souls, tiiat we may serve thee acceptably

therein.

We praise thee fjr thy distinguishing mercies

to us ; that wc v/cre born and do stiil live in a

\Acy of vision ; in a iightsome Goshen, v/heii

other nations about us art overwhelmed with E-
gyptian darkness. We bless thee that v/e dwell

in a land where God is knovvn and pubiickiy wor-

shipped.

It is a good tiling to praise thy name, O Lord,

and to declare thy loving-kindness. May v/e go
unto thy gates this day, with thanksgiving, and
enter thy courts Vv ith praise. O that this day

may be the delight of our souls ! Sufier us not to

do our own works, or speak our own words, or

think our cv/n thoughts. Lord nx our hicarts

upon thee, and upon things above, and enable us

to approve our souls in thy sight, who art the

spectator of our actions, and the searcher of our

hearts, and who wilt shordy call us to judgment.
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Help us to remember that every sabbath, every

sermon, every prayer, sets us a step nearer either

to heaven or hell. Under this awful considera-

tion may we be engaged to work out our salva-

tion with fear and trembling. Lord forbid that it

should be our condemnation to go sabbath after

sabbath to thy sanctuary, to encrease the dead-

ness of our souls, to get our hearts more harden-

ed, and to be slain by the words of thy mouth ;

but we pray for Christ's sake that this may be a

blessed and comfortable day to us : a day of re-

pentance and pardon ; a day of conviction and
conversion ; a day of edification and consolation.

Give to thy servants who shall preach thy w^ord

this day, the tongue of the learned, that they may
rightly divide the word of truth, and speak a
word in season to the souls of their hearers, and
suitable to their various cases. And O do thou
this day glorify thy free grace and sovereign pow-
er, in making the gospel effectual for opening
the hearts of sinners, and bringing them to cast

down the weapons of rebellion, and touch the
golden sceptre of mercy, that they may live.

And we pray thee so to open our hearts this day,
by thy word, that they may be shut against thee
no more. Lord forbid that our hearts should be
as the high-way or stony-ground, where the good
seed of thy word cannot thrive ; or like the
thorny- ground, where the cares of the world do
choke the word ; but let us receive thy word in-

to good and honest hearts, and bring forth fruit

unto perfection. Dispose us to hear with hu-
mility and reverence, without prejudice, and
with minds ready to obey ; mixing faith with
tlic word, that it may be proiltablc to our soul*.
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In all tlie services of this da}', keep us, we pray
thee, from drowsiness, wanderino^, and weariness.
Banish all vain and v/orldly imaginations far from
us. Draw our souls out of the miry clay of this

world, and wean us from the vain pleasures of it,

that we may be intent upon Christ and heaven
through die u'hole of thy day. Deliver us from
lij'pocrisy in our approaches to tliee* Let us not
draw nigh unto thee with cur lips, while cur
liicarts arc flir from thee, but give us grace so to

jisk, that we may receive ; so to seek, that we
inayfind; so to knock, that it may be opened
io us.

It is a pleasure to us to think that wliile such
multitudes are at once addressing thee, thou
knov/est all their conditions, and canst hear their

dirforent complaints. With thee it is tlie same
to relieve many as {'tw ; and blessed be thy name,
tlyju ?.rt more ready to redress all our grievances
than we arc to spread ihem before thee. Ivlay

we therefore pray iri f^tith, nothing wavering.
In praying, in praising, in reading and hearing

thy word, may thy good Spirit rest upon us, and
cnv.blc us to do cii as for ilic life of our souls.

Help us so to spend this day, and all our days,

that wc may at length receive the end of our faith,

even the salvation of our souls. O may we spend
every sabbath, and hear every sermon, as ii^ it

were our last, since we know not liow soon our

last v\iii come.
Have mercy, O Lord, upon a world that ileth

in wickedness. For thy name's sake ride forth

in the chariot of the everlasting gospel. Take
ujUo thyself thy glorious conquering power, and
in thy njajeijty ride prosperouiiy. Make the lir-
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rows of thy word sharp in the hearts of thine ene-

mies, wiiereby the people may fail under thee*

Cause a gale of heavenly wind this day to blow,

that the dry bones may be enlivened, many dead
souls quickened. And grant that the faith of thy

people may be strengthened, their desires quick-

ened, and their love inflamed. May thy churches

revive as the corn, and grow as the lily, and sheet

forth their branches as Lebanoa. May thy peo-

ple run in the way of thy commandments '.vith en-

larged hearts. Let thy kingdom come, and thy

will be done on earth even as it is done in heaven.

All which we beg for Christ's sake, to whom, with

the Father and Holy Spirit, be everlasting glory

and praise. Amen.

LORD'S DAY EVENING.

MOST holy and glorious God ; who is like

imtoThee? Thou art clothed with honour and
majesty, and coverest thyself with light as with a
garment. TIiou only hast immortality, and
dweliest in light that no man can approach unto.
Yet thou art a God that hearest praj-er, aiid art
ready to forgive, yea plenteous in mercy unto all

that call upon thee. Lord, quicken us, this

evening of thy day, that we may call upon thy
name, and graciously attend unto the voice of our
supplications.
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We acknowledge that we have forfeited thy
favour, and deserved thy wrath. We have fol-

lowed the vain imaginations of our carnal

minds, and rejected thy holy laws. We have
left those things undone which we ou|jht to have
done, and we have done those things which we
ought not to have done.
We have sinned presumptuously, against the

clearest light, and the strongest love. Thou hast

graciously aliovv'cd us time to work out our salva-

tion : but alas i we have lavished much of it a-

way in pleasure and vanity. Thou hast given us
thine holy sabbaths, and permitted us to attend

the ordinances of thine house : But too much of

our sacred time has been mis-spent. We have
profaned thy day ; we have been ^backward to

the duties of thy worship, and have been very-

dead and forrhal in our solemn performances.

Instead of worshipping thee in spirit and in truth,

O how often have we dealt hypocritically with

God, and taken thy name in vain !

Our own consciences witness against us, and
©ut of our own mouths thou mightest justly con-

demn us. But, there is forgiveness with thee

that thou mayest be feared. Blessed be thy

name that thou hast provided a'way for our par-

don and reconciliation in Jesus Christ. For his

sake we pray that thou v ouldst forgive all our

past sins, and our manifold short-comings ; par-

ticularly those we have been guilty of this day.

Lord wash away our sins in the blood of Christ.

Wc fly to his cross as our security, and to his

Vv'ounds as our refuge ; renouncing all confidence

in any thing besides him^ who is the Lord our
righteousiiess.
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And Lord engage us not only to accept of him

ss our high-priest, to atone for us, but also as our

king to reign in and rule over us, all the days of

our lives. Lord possess the throne of our hearts

by thy Spirit ; subdue all our hists, that they may
rule over us no more, and make us willingly sub-

mit to thy golden sceptre. Do thou so incline our

wills, and animate our souls, that we may never

count thy commandments grievous, but may es-

teem it our highest pleasure and dignity, as well

as our greatest duty, to serve and obey thee.

Convince us of the evil and fiithiness of sin, that

we may loathe and shun it as deadly poison.

Cherish aiid preserve any convictions of this sort

which thou hast this day wrought in us by thy

word. Suffer us not, like the man that behold-

eth his natural face in a glass, to go away and for-

get what manner of persons we saw ourselves to

be ; but help us so to think of what we saw amiss
in ourselves, that we may be humbled for it,

and be made restless till we apply to the fountain
of Christ's blood for washing av/ay its guilt.

Andj Lord, we pray also that thou wouldst make
us doers of thy w ord and not hearers only, de-
ceiving our own souls. Let thy word be a light
to our feet, and a lamp to our path, that our con-
versation may be as becometh tliC gospel, and
our lie- litmay so shine before men, that others see-
ing our good works may glorify thee our heaven-
ly Father.

Lord save us from rcstir.g in a good name ;

for v.hat will it profit us if v/e have a name to live
but are really dead ? Save us from trusting to an
outward form

; for what will it avail us to have
a form of godliness while v/e deny the power
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thereof? Lord renew us in the spirit of our
minds. May we be thy workmanship, created
anew in Christ Jesus unto good works. ' Produce
and cherish in us a true faith, a fervent love, and
a lively hope. And O grant that the love of
Christ may be so shed abroad in our hearts as to
burn up the love of sin and of the world, and con-
strain us to live not unto ourselves, but unto him
who died for us and rose again.

Cause the saving knowledge of Christ to cover
the earth, and let his name be great from the ris-

ing of the sun to the goirg down thereof. Con-
vince the Jews that Shiloh is come, and that Je-

sus whom they crucified is the true Messiah.
Lord appear on the behalf of thy oppressed
churches. Never let the gates of hell prevail

against thy Zion. Let the time to favour her
come. Peace be within her walls, and prosperity

within her palaces, and let them prosper that love

her. Lord bless these united lands. Make our
rulers public blessings, both in our civil and sa-

cred concerns. Frustrate the designs of those

who are enemies to the protestant religion.

Countenance the ministers of thy word, and wa-

ter the seed they sow with the dews of heaven,

that they may bring a large harvest to Christ.

Let not the word spoken tiiis duy be like good
seed devoured by the fowls of the air, or rotting

beneath the clod's, but cause it to spring up and

yield great increase.

Be pleased, O Lord, graciously to visit those

who by sickness arc deprived of pubiick ordinan-

ces. Sanctify their afTiictions, and make up their

loss. Prepare us for sickness and trouble, and
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give us cause to say that it is in faithfulness that

we are at any time afflicted.

Bless all the members of this family. Let this

be one of the tabernacles of the righteous, in

which the voice of rejoicing and salvation is heard.

Enable us all faithfully to discharge the duties of

our several stations ; make us blessings to each

other, and to all around us.'^"* Accept our daily-

sacrifices of prayer and praise, and let us all at

last be admitted to celebrate an eternal sabbath

with thee above ; for the sake and merit of our

Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, who v/ith thee

and the Holy Spirit is over all, God blessed for

evermore. Amen.

MONDAY MORNING,

INFINITELY great and glorious God! We
poor worms of the dust, we who are sinful dust

and ashes, encouraged by thy condescending
goodness, by the promises of thy grace, and the

mediation of thy Son, have taken upon us to speak
to thy sovereign majesty. O that our hearts were
duly prepared to come into thy sacred presence !

Lord, let thy good Spirit help our infirmities.

We are come this morning to pay our homage
to thee, our great Creator, Lord, and Banefactor,
in whom we live and move and have our being ;

** Where there are children, the petitinni for them
may be introdaced here*
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upon whom we depend for all the good we have,
or hope for. We give honour to thee as the
rreat author and founder of families, wlio hast

made man a sociable creature, and provided that

he should not be alone. We bless thee, who set-

test the solitary in families, that we enjoy the

comforts of social life. We thank thee for the

continuance of our family-mercies ; particularly

for the protection and refreshment of the last

niglit. Thanks be to thy nam.e that thou hast

kept us from the terrors of the night, from the

malice of evil men, fron:i the devouring ilames,

and from every calamity, and that thou hast caus-

ed us again to hear thy loving-kindness in the

morning.

O Lord, we humbly confess that we are guilty

of many heinous sins and provocations, which
use to bring v/rath upon famihes, and which
might justly bring a curse upon our's, and con-

sume us v;ith our dwellings. 'Surely it is of the

Lord's mercies that we are not consumed. O
Lord mark not against us the sins of our hearts or

of our lives, for they are more than we can re-

member cr express.

Blessed be thy name for the remedv tliou hast

found out ; for the fountain thou hast opened for

such guilty polluted creatures to wash in. Lord
give us faith to embrace the offer, and to apply

the sovereign remedy. We would believe ;

Lord help our unbelief. Create within us clean

hearts, and renew right spirits within us. Cast

us not away from thy presence, and take not

thine licly Spirit from us. Cause us to know the

way wherein we should walk, for we lift up our
f^ouls unto thee.
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Keep us tliis day, we beseech thee, in thy fear,

and let thy holy Spirit be our guide and counsel-

lor in all our ways. Preserve us at all times, in

all places, and in all companies, from the evil of

sin ; and enable us to demean ourselves as be-

cometh the children of God, the redeemed of the

Lord, and the followers of Jesus Christ. Im-
plant and cherish such principles in our hearts, as

may make us to have a sincere respect unto all

thy commandments, and to hate every false way.
Keep us chaste in all our thoughts ; temperate

in all our enjoyments ; humble in our opinions

of ourselves ; charitable in our thoughts and
speeches of others ; meek and peaceable under
provocations ; just and upright in all our dealings.

Herein may we exercise ourselves, that we may
have always consciences void of offence, towards
God, and towards men.
Lord help us to walk circumspectly, not as

fools, but as wise ; carefully redeeming the time
that we have lost, and improving all the seasons
of grace which thou art pleased to put into our
hands, for the advantage of our souls.

As another sabbath is now past, and v/e are
entering upon the common days of the v/eek, we
pray that we may not forget our sabbath Vv'ork

and enjoyments. O that 'thy word may make
lasting impressions upon us, and that our sab-
bath-day's frame may remain with us, when we
are employed in our common business, that so
we may expect the better to prosper in it, and to
be rendered fitter for the next sabbath, if it please
thee to spare us to it. And grant that, as we go
fron one sacred day to another, we may go from

" ^-^ s^ren-rth, til! ^ve all a^v^-ar bvFo'c t!jcc
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in the heavenly Zion. Lord keep our hearts

from i)eing sunk in sensuality, and drenched in

the cares and pleasures of the world. Raise our
affections to the things above, where Christ our
Saviour is. Amidst all the necessary concerns
of this life, may we never forget the one thing

needful. Lord preserve us from being ensnared
by our temporal business, or enjoyments, to an
immoderate love of the world, or any thing in it,

or to a neglect of any of the duties which we owe
to thee, or to our fellow-creatures. May the

language of our hearts ever be, " Whom have we
** in heaven but thee ? and there is none upon
** earth that we desire besides thee ?"

May we love the Lord our God with all our

hearts, and our neighbour as ourselves. Let us

not seek our own things, but the things w^iich are

Jesus Christ's. May it be our concern to be use-

ful in our day, and do thou enable us to improve
the talents with which thou hast instructed us, for

the truest advantage of all with whom we have to

do.

May goodness and mercy follow us this day,

and all our days. Preserve our going out and

coming in. Bless and prosper us in all our law-

ful designs and undertakings. Suffer us to take

nothing in hand but what is according to thy will,

andfor thy glory. Be thou our guide through

life, our comfort in death, and our eternal portion

beyond it.

Hear us from heaven thy dwelling-place, and

'nhen thou hearest have mercy, and forgive the

sins of our persons, and the imperfections of our

prayers ; and do exceeding abundantly above

what we are worthy to expect, or able to ask,
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for his sake who alone is worthy, thv beloved Son
and our Saviour Jesus Christ, to whoin with thee,

O Father, and thy Holy Spirit, be endless praise.

Amen.

MONDAY EVENIN;

O LORD, the high and lofty One who inhab-

itest eternity, and whose name is holy ; v/hen we
consider the awful glories of thy nature, we mean
and sinful creatures have cause exceedingly to

fear and tremble on appearing in thy presence.

But when we think of thy encouraging promises,

and the discoveries of thy mercy, our drooping
spirits are revived. Thou hast said, that though
thou dwellest in the high and holy place, thou
wilt also dwell with hLii v/ho is of an humble and
contrite spirit : that the needy shall not be forgot,

ten, and the eiipectation of the poor snail not
perish. Lord remember thy word unto thy ser-

vants, upon vv'hich thou hast caused us to iiope.

Promote in us that contrition and brokenness
of heart, in which thou hast so much delight, and
be graciously pleased to take up thine abode with
us. Dwell in our house, and dwell in our hearts,

and manifest to us the tokens of thy favour and
presence.

Thou hast already done great things for us, of
v/hich v/e are glad. We would this evening call

upon cur souls, and upon one another, to bless
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the name of the Lord. Blessed be God who dai-

ly loadeth us ^vith benefits. Thou preservest us
ill going out and conung in. Thou spreadcst

our table, and makest our cup to run over. Thou
givest us rest on every side. Lord, what shall

we render unto thee for our personal and family

mercies ? particularly for our health and strength,

our peace and liberty, our safet}^ and protection,

our food and raiment, our social coitjforts and
relative enjoyments ! Above ail wc bless thee that

thou causest the heavenly manna to be rained

down about our tents : that thou continuest with

us the light of the glorious gospel, and the means
of knov;ledge, holiness, and happiness. In re-

gard to spiritual privileges we are favoured above

multitudes of our icHow-creatures, and even of our

fellow- christians.

But, Lord, we must confess, to our shame, that

we have not rendered unto thee according to the

benefits we have received. We have sinned

times and Vv^ays without number.
Look upon us, O Lord, in mercy, through

thy beloved Son, who was wounded for our trans-

gressions, and bruised for our iniquities. Par-

don whatsoever thou hast seen amiss in ug

through the past day ; and notvv'ithstanding our

great unworthiness, we plead that, of thy free

bounty, thou wilt continue thy former care and
protection over us this night.

How excellent is thy loving-kindness, O God !

therefore do men put their trust under the shad-

ow of thy wings. Because thou hast command-
ed thy loving-kindness in the day-time, therefore

in the night shall thy song be with us, and our

T>-"-'ViT t> the Go I of our life. Tliou art th'j
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keeper of Israel, who never slumberest nor sleep-

est/ Command thine angels to encamp round

about us, that we may not be afraid of any terror

bv night ; and be pleased to refresh us with sufH-

cient rest, that we may be fitted for ihe duties of

the followhig day.

Vv e bless the, O God, that we have this night

a place where to lay our head ; that we are not

wandering in desarts and mountains, or driven

into dens and caves of the earth. O how much
better are we provided for tlian our dear Saviour

was, or than many of whom the world was not

worthy I May our hearts be suitably impressed

v/ith a sense of thy mercies ; and as thou art nev-

er weary of doing us good, may we never be wea-

ry of serving thee.

Watch over tliis family contiriually, and send

dov/n such blessings upon it as thou didst on the

house of Obed-Edom for the ark's sake. Banish
sin from among us. Implant thy fear in the

hearts of all. Let us dwell together in unity, and
do thou command the blessing upon us, even life

for evermore.

Extend the hand of thy power and mercy, O
Lord, to the utmost corners of the earth, and to

them that are afar off upon the sea. Let such as

sit in darkness and the shadow of death, see thv
light and thy truth, and hear the joy of thy salva-

tion.

Be mercifiil to our native country. May our
magistrates fear God and hate evil.' May those
who m.inister in holy things be blessed with skil-

ful heads, compassionate hearts, and exemplary
lives. Convert the unconverted, and perfect the
good work where it is begun. Enlighten the ig-
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norant ; av/akcn the secure ; convince the erro-

neous : reclaim the vicious ; establish the unset-

tled ; comfort the dejected ; and visit the sick

and iiftiictcd. Bless ail our relatives and friends,

forgiveour enemies, and turn their hearts. Di-
rect our ways so to please thee, that even our cn-

C-Tiies may be at peace with us. Lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for

thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory,

for ever. Amen.

TUESDAY MORNING.

O LORD our God, whose we are, and whom
r/e ought to serve ; we ackno'vvledge our depend-
ence upon thy providence, and desire to give thee

tiie glory that is due unto thy name, for thy con-

stant care over us, and kindness to us. Oar
voice shalt thou hear in the morning, O Lord ;

in the morr-.ir.g will we direct our praises and our
prayers unto thee, and will look up in humble ex-

pectation of further mercies from thine hands.

We bless thee that thou hast given us refresh-

ing sleep, and caused our beds to comfort us :

that v/earisomc nights are not appointed to us :

and that we have not been surprised with our last

sleep. It is ov/ing to thy providential care alone

thit we have not been buried in the ruins of our

liabitation, and that no plague has come nigh our

dwelling. We are the living, the living lo praise



thee, as %ve do this day. Blessed be God who
hath liglitened our eyes this morninv-, and coii-

tijuied our capacities for the eujoyrrients and tlie

duties of life. O Lord, we will sing aloud of thy

riiCrcy in the morning, for thou hast bcfen our de-

fence. It is through tiiy unmerited favour that

we possess such a comfortsibie measure oL LoJjly

health ; thai we still enjoy the use of our inent-d

powers, and that the various comforts of life a?v*

continued to us. Lord make Ub more sensible of

the greatness ofthese thy mercies, and niore thank

-

fui for them.
And v/e beseech thee to make us iriore h-jn.hL",

under a sense of cur great unworthintss, ^y,d

our maiufold transgrevisions ageinst thee, where*

by we have forieited ah the comforts of life, and
exposed ourselves to thy wriith and curse. .Lord,

vvhat is man that th^u art mindful of him ? Who
are we, and what are our houses^-that thou sliould^st

visit us widi so much goodness? Father, 'ac

have sinned against heaven aiid in thy si;;ht, and
are no more worthy to be called thy children.

Elessed be thy name that thou art slow to an.
gcc, and plenteous in mercy ; arid that tliOU hast

effectuaiiy provided for the fv^rgivencss of our
shis, and our rcsjtoi'ation todiy favour, in a w&v
fu% consistent vith d^e honour of thy perfectio;is

ar.d eovernnier.t ; even by the mediation of lay
dear Son, tiiC Lord Jesus Christ. Worthy is the
Lamb that was slain to take away our guilt, aiid

to open a new and living way of access to thee.

O may we Ijc fou id in him, and be nzodc accept*
ed in the beloved.

Grant us, we beseech thee, repentance towards
God, and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. Help
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US SO to find out onr sins, and discover the evil

r.uture of thein, that we may sorrow for them af-

ter a godly sort, and bring forth fruits meet for

repentance, so that they may never prove our ru*

in. And do thou enable us to return unto thee,

through .he blessed I^.^cdiator in the v/ay of nev/

obedience. Piat thy Spirit v/ithin us, and cause
us to v.alk in thy statutes, and keep thy com-
mandments to do them. Dispose us, O God,
to die duties of piety to\7:trds thee : justice and
charity to our neighbours ; sobriety and temper-
ance towards ourselves. So engage our hearts

tov/ards thyself, by the manifold bkssings of

thine b.arid, and especlaliy by the gifts of thy

grace in a Redeeintr, that wt may esteen* it our
meat and our diink to do tliy VvilL

Continue to us, v,e beseech thee, gracious

God, the health and safety, the prosperity and
comforts, which thoa liast hitherto a-Torded us,

notv/ithstanding oar great unvvorthiness ; and O
give us hearts to improve them aright to thy glo-

ry. Lord sanctify to us all our enjoyments and
employments in the present world. And whatev-

er affiictionL-5 thou ma} e^t appoint for us, enable

us to see thy hand, and submit to thy will in

them. Fit us for al! events that may befall us.

Sanctify cur crosses as well as our comforts, and
cause both to work together for our good. Make
us humble in a high estate, contented in a low

one, and still careful about our souls in all con-

ditions.

We depend on thee, O Lord, for direciion

and success in all our undertakings. We bless

tliCL that thou iiasc promised to tliera that acknowl-

edge thee m all their ways, that thcu wilt direct
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their paths, O Lord, we desire to put ourselves

under thy gracious conduct and fatherly protec-

tion ! that thou mayest chuse our iiiheritarxe for

us, and dispose of us and all that corxerns us, to

the [^lory of thy name. Grant us all things need-

ful and convenient for our present pilgrimage

state. Give us day by day our daily bread, and
save us at all times from distrusting thy provi-

dence. May we be careful for nothing, but in

every thing by prayer and supplication, with

thanksgiving, make our requests known unto
God. May we set the Lord always before us,

and Vv'hile we live upon thy bounty, may we con-
tinually live to thy praise. And do thou so guide
us in all our v/ays with thy counsel, that thou
maytst hereafter receive us to thy glory.

And now may the grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ, and the love of God our heavenly Father,
and the comfortable fellowship of the Holy Spirit,

be with us, and all we ought to pray for, this day
and for evermore. Amen.

TUESDAY EVENING.

MOST great and ever-blessed God ; we thine
unworthy creatures desire at this time, with all

Immility, to bow ourselves down in thine awful
pr^ence, acknowledging thine infinite perfections
and glories. We pay thee our homage, as the
author and support of universal nature, the lord

G
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and life of the creation. V\' e acknowledge cur-
selves thy creatures, whose bodies and souls were
formed by thine hand, and are continually main-
tained by thy care and favour.

Most justly, therefore, mightest thou have ex-
pected from us the most constant gratitude, duty,
and obedience ; but we humbly confess before
thee, V ith the deepest humiliation, shame and
sorrow, that we have been very much wanting
in those returns

; yea, that we have all grievous-
ly offended thee. ^Ve own and lament, O most
gracious Sovereign, that we have in numberless
instances broken those wise and holy laws, which
thou gavest us for our good ; so that we have de-

served thy righteous displeasure, and might have
been made examples of justice, and spectacles of

luiscry.

But we humbly implore thy pardoning mercy
in Christ Jesus our Lord, thine only- begotten

and well beloved Son ; who hath by thine ap-

|)ointment, O compassionate Father, visited tlus

world of oursj not only to give us the most excel-

lent instructions, confirmed by the most astonish-

ing miracles, and recommeiided by the most ami-

able example ; but also to redeem us to God by
his blood, and to offer up his own life a sacrifice

for us. SVho bchig delivered for cur offences,

and raised again for our justification, is now^ as-

cended into heaven, there to make a prevailing

intercession for all that come unto God through

him.

^Ve w^ould approach thy sacred presence with

all becon\ing ragards to him, humbly pleading

that atoning blood which he shed on the cross,

ttnd tliLit all'pcrfcct merit and righteousness of his,
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by which alone sinners may draw near ucto thee

with acceptance. And wc entreat thee for his

sake, and* in regard to our relation to hiin, fully

and freely to forgive us all our ni^berless trans-

grcssions, and to be graciously reconciled to us ;

yea, to take us unworthy as we arc, into the num-
ber of thy dear children. For his sake wc also

humbly entreat thee to free us from the power of

sin, and send down, O thou God of all grace,

thine Koly Spirit upon our hearts, in a rich abund-

ance, to inspire us with a hatred of every thing

that is displeasing to thee, and to form us to a

love of universal goodness, and a desire of mak-
ing continual improvements in it.

While we continue here in this uncertalii

world, give us, if it be thy blessed will, food to

eat, and raiment to put on, health of body, and
clieerfulncss of mind, and whatever other en-

joyments thou seest necessary to make our jour-

licy through life comfortable. But let us not
have our portion on earth. May our hearts be
more and more indiiTerent to it, and our viev/s

continually raised above it.

May we remember the shortness of time, and
the importance of eternity ; and behave in such a
manner, thatsliould we be ever so suddenly sum-
moned away, death may not be a terrible, but a
joyful surprise. Support us, O Lord, in our
last extremities, and help us to honour thee by
our dyip.g behaviour ; receive our depardng spir-
its to the embraces of thy mercy, and give us a
triumphant part in the resurrection of the just.

We pray for the advancement of thy gospel in
the world, and for the conversion of Jews and
Gentiles to the faith as it is in Jesu^. W^ pray
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for the progress of tlie reformation, and the in-

crease of pure religion, abroad and at home. By
thy grace animate these who are distinguished by
power, riches, ^r other talents, that they may im-
prove all for the pnblic good. We earnestly pray
that the ministers of thy gospel, of every denomi-
nation, may with united afleclion, ardent zeal, and
eminent success, be carrying on the work of the
Lord.

O thou God of mercy, spread among Chris-

tians of every profession a spirit of forbearance,

candour, and love. Visit all that are in afliiction

v/hcther personal or relative, in mind, body, or

estate. Graciously support them under their

sorrov/3, and in thine own time send them deliv-

erance.

Webcseecli thee to bless us as a family ; may
we all be found in a faithful discbarge of our duty
to thee, and to each other. May our united and
retired devotions be so performed, as to have the

happiest inlluencc on our temper and our lives.

And now, O most merciful Father, we desire

with all our hearts to bless thy holy name, for all

•thy goodness to us, and to the wliole human race.

We praise thee for our crent'on and preservation,

for healtli and ease, for food and raiment, for lib-

erty emd safety, for friends and success ; and,

above all for our redemption by Jesus Christ ; for

the inestimable privilege of approaching thee

th.rcugh him, and for the rich provision thou

hr.^it made in him for the forgiven ^.ess of our daily

sins, for our receiving all the supplies of grace

vre stand in need of here, and onr enjoying ever-

lasting hr.ppincss hereafter. Under a sense of

thy mercies, we desire to devote ourselves to thee
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&.S the Lord our God, and renew our covenant

with thee through Jesus Christ ; humbly resxDlv-

ino', by the assistance of thy Spirit, to serve thee

with fidelity unto the end of our lives.

^Ve particularly bless thee for the mercies of

the day past, and humbly commit ourselves to

thy prot'ection and favour this night, intreatii\c^

thee to guard us from all evil ; and to grant th;:t

when we next assemble together, vre may have

reason to unite our praises for the continuaivce of

thy goodness : and O may we be perpetually

advancing in our preparation for that v/orlcl, where
we hope to worship thee w^ithout any of those

imperfections which now attend us. All which
w^e ask and hope, through the merits of thy Son
Christ Jesus, in whom we have righteousness

and strength, and in whose name and words we
conclude our addresses :

Our Father, &c.

WEDNESDAY MORNING.

BLESSED God ; thou art the great fountain
t)fbeing and of happiness. As from thee our be-
ings were derived, so from thee our happiness
direcdy flows. The nearer we are to thee, the
more pure and delicious is the stream. With
thee is the fountain of life: in thy Ught may we
see light. The great object of our final hope is

G 2
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to dwell with thee for ever. O give us now some
foretaste of that delight.

Give us, we beseech thee, the blessedness of
that man wlio feareth the Lord, and who delight-
cth greatly in his commands. So form our hearts
by th.y grace, that, from day to day, v/e may
set thee Lord before us, and be in thy fear all the
day long.

To thee may our awaking thought's be daily

directed ; and with the first ray of light that visits

our eyes, lift up, O Lord, the light of thy coun-
tenance. When our faculties arc roused from
sleep,miy our first actions be consecrated to thee,

O God, who givest us light, and every morning
givest us, as it were, a new life. Our voice shalt

thou hear in the morning, O Lord, in our retire-

ment, and in our family ; in the morning will we
direct our prayer unto thee, and w ill look up. O
enable us to pour out our hearts before thee with

filial reverence, freedom, and endearment.

With hearts filled with gratitude would we
praise thee for past mercies, and in the exercise

of a lively f lith would we implore fresh blessings,

w hich every returning day requires. We desire

v/ilh cheerfulness daily to renew the dedication

of ourselves to thee through Jesus thy beloved

Son : and with attention and pleasure read and

hearken to the instructions of thine holy word,

that we may know what thou wouldst have us to

do. Enable us to hide thy word in our hearts

tli^t v.e may not sin again.st thee, and earnestly to

seek fresh supplies of thy blessed Spirit (whose

influences are the life of our souls) that we^ may-

be quickened in all the duties which it enjoins.



WEDNESDAY mor>:i>:g. 79

Be lag thus prepared, do thou, Lord, load us

forth to ail the duties and events of the day. In

the calilngs to which thou hi^st directed us, may
we abide with thee ; not being slothful in busi-

ness, but fervent in spirit, serving the Lord.

Teach us the value of time, and enable us al-

ways to improve it to the best advantage, in such

duties as thou hast assigned us. To thy glory, O
Lord, may the labours of life be pursued, and to

thy glory may the refrebhraents of it be sought

and enjoyed. Whether VvC eat or drink, or what-

ever we do, ma}^ tliat end siill be kept in view,

and may it be attained. May every refreshnitnt

and releace from business prepare us to serve thee

with Q:reater vifi;cur zncl resolution.

May our eyes be ever watchful to observe the

descent of mercies from thee, and may a grate-

ful sense of thy hand, ar.d thy love in them, atVd

a savour and relish to a;?. While in this world
of trial, may we accustom ourselves to expect af-

fiistions, and when they come may we be recon-
ciled to them, by remembering that they come
from the e, and by firmly believing that the same
love which gives us cur daily bread, appoints our
daily crosses. Mc-.j vre learn to take them up,
and follow our dear Lord, with a temper like that

v/hich he manifested when ascending Calvary for

cur sakes. Like him may we say, in all circum-
stances of trial, *^ The cup which m.y Father hath
" given me, shall I not drink it ?"

Keep us, O Lord, we pray thee, from the
temptations to which we arc daily exposed : or if

thou sufferebt us to enter into temptation, do thou
deliver us frona evih Make us sensible of our
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own -veakness, that our hearts may be raised to

thee for needful supplies of strength.

When wc are engaged in the society of others,

may it be our desire and our care that we may do
and receive as much good as possible. May all

companies and all persons be the better for us.

IMay we be solicitous daily to be answering the

great purposes ^of life, by honouring thcc, and
diffusing knowledge and happiness in the world.

Like our blessed Master, may we go about doing
good.

When we are alor.e, may we remember that

our heavenly Father is with us : may wc enjoy

the pleasure of thy presence, and feel the animat-

ing power of it, avv^akening our souls to an earn-

est desire to think and act as in thy sight.

Thus may this day, and all our days be spent

:

and let them always be closed in thy fear, and un-

dera sense of thy gracious presence* Help us sa

to conduct ourselves through the hours of every

day, whether at home or abroad, whether in com-
pany or alone, whether busy or at rest, that we
may be able at the close to review it with satisfac-

tion. And, Lord, dispose us seriously and im-

partially to reviev/ the actions of every day, and to

judge ourselves for them, as those who expect to

be judged of the Lord, and are solicitous to be

approved by tliee, who searchest all hearts, and

canst not forget any of our works.

ISlay our prayers come up daily before thee as

incense, and the lifting up of our hands be as the

morning and the evening sacrifice. And O give

us daily to enjoy thetestimon}' of our consciences,

that we have lived to God ; so that when the sea-

son of nature's repose returns, we may with sweet
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calmness and serenity resign our powers to sleep,

under a cheerful persuasion that we are accepted

of thee, in Christ Jesus our Lord, and humbly

hoping in thy mercy through him, whether our

days on earth be prolonged, or cut oiT in the

midst.

Help us, O Lord, to spend every day in the

view of our last, and so as to fit us for it. If death

comes by a slow advance, may it at Icnglh find us

still thus employed : and if v/e should be called

on a sudden to exchange worlds, may our last

days and hours be so spent, as to furnish no oc-

casion for remorse or fair. "^Vhenever, or how-
ever we are called fi'om this state of trial, mny we
have a sweet and easy passage from the servlcea

of time, to the infinitely nobler services of an inn-

mortal state. We ask it throu;>;h Him who, while

on earth, v/as the fairest pattern of every virtue,

and who nov/ lives and reigiis with thee, able to

save to the uttermost. To Him, having done all,

would weily, with the most huuible acknowledg-
ment that we are unproatiible servants. And an*

to Him be glory for ever and ever. Amen.

WEDNESDAY EVENLNG,

BLESSED God, we humbly adore th^Q as

the father of lights, and the giver of every good
and perfect gift. From thee we seek every bless-
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in;^, and especially tho5,e which irjay lead us to

thyself, and prep.ire us for the enjoyment of thee.

Thou searchestthe heart and triest the reins of
the children of men. Search us, O God, and
know our hearts, try us and know our thoughts :

see if there be any wicked way in us, and lead us
in tiie way everlasting. Give us to know what
spirits we are of, and preserve us fi'om mistaking
where the error might be fatal.

Pvlay we, O Lord, be renewed in the spirit of
our minds, A new heart do thou give us, and a

new spirit do thou put within us. Make us par-

takers of a divine nature ; and as thou who hast

called us art holy, may we be holy in all manner
of conversation. May the same mind be in us
which was also in Christ Jesus, and may we Vv^alk

even as he walked. Deliver us from being car-

nally mijided, v/hich is death, and make us spir-

itually minded, since that is life and peace. While
w^e pass through this world of sense, enable us to

walk by faith and not by sight ; yea, may we be
strong in faith, giving glory to God.
May thy grace, O Lord, which hath sippeared

unto ail men, and unto us, v»ath such glorious ev-

idence and lusu'e, effectually teach us to deny un-
godliness and vrorldly lusts, and to live soberly,

righteously, and godly. \Vork in our hearts that

godliness which is profitable unto all things, and
teach us by the blessed influences of thy Spirit to

love thee the Lord our God with all our heart,

with ail our soul, witli all our mind, and witli all

our strength. May we yield ourselves unto thee,

as alive from the dead, and present our bodies

living sacrifices, holy, acceptable in thy sight,

which is our most reasonable service.
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May we entertain the most flaithful and aiFec-

tionate regards to the blessed Jesus, thine incar-

nate Son, the brightness of thy glory, and the ex-

press image of thy person. Him, having not seen,

may we love, and though now we see him not,

yet believing may we rejoice, with joy unspeak-

able and full of glory. May the life which we
live in the flesh be by the faith of the Son of God.
Mav we be filled with the Spirit, and be so led

by the Spirit of God, as to make it evident, to

ourselves and others, tliat we are the children of

God, and heirs ofglory. May we not receive the

spirit ofbondage unto fear, but the spirit of adop-

tion,, v/hereby we may be enabled to cry, Abba,
Father. May the Spirit of God work hi us a spi-

rit of love, and of power, and of a sound mind,

that so we may add to our faith, virtue. May
we be strong and very courageous, acquitling

ourselves like men, and like Chrisuans, in our
work and warfare, under the banners of the great

Captain of our salvation.

Teach us, O Lord, seriously to consider the

nature of our own souls, and to set a suitable

value upon them. May we iaixjur not only, or
chiefly, for the meat that perishetii, but f:?r that

which' cr.dMrelh to eteniai life. Help us to cherish
and to exercise all the personal graces of the Spir-
it hi our minds. May we huaiblc ourselves un-
der thy mighty hand, and be clodied wiih humil-
ity ; decked with the ornament oi" a meek and
quiet spirit, which in thesiglit of God is of great
price. May we be found among the pure in

heart, who are so blessed as to see God, Help
us to mortily our members which are in the earth,

so that we may be billing to part with the iusts
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ihi\i are as dear to us r.s a right hand or eye.

IViay v.'c be tenipcratc in iili things, content with
such things as we have, and instructed to be so
in w]i:;tever htate we are. Ma\^ patience also

have ils peifect work in us, that we may be in

that respect perfect and entire, wanting nothing.
Form us, O Lord, we beseed i thee, to a prop-

or temper towards our fellow- creatures. Islay

we love our neighbour as ourbeives, and whatso-
ever we wxuild that others should do unto us, may
we also do the same unto them. May we put en
meekness under the greatest provocations ; and,
if it be possible, as much as lieth in us, may we
live peaceably with all men. May we be merci-
ful as our Father in heaven is merciful. May
^ve ever speak the truth from our hearts, and
speak it in love

; guardinij against every instance

of a censorious and malignant disposition ; and
taking care not to judge severely, as we would
not be judged, v. bich thou, Lord, knowest, and
our own consciences knov»', wc should not be
able to support.

"\^' e humbly intreat thee, O Lord, to work in

us all these branches of the christian temper,

which may be acceptable to thee, and prove or-

namental to our proFessiun in the world.

To preserve us from sin, may our hearts be
tender, easily impressed with thy v/ord and prov-

idences ; touched with an affectionate concern

for t :.y glory ^ and sensible of every impulse of

thy Spirit. May we be zealous for our God,
with a zeal according to knowledge and charity.

Teach us» in thy service, to join the wisdom of

the serpent \^ith the innocence of the dove.
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Make us ever attentive to the duties incum-

bent upon us, as members of civil society, and

of the church of Christ, that we may give no of-

fence. Enable us to conduct ourselves wisely

and well as members of a christian family. May
the heads of the family walk before their house in

a perfect way, commanding their children and

household after them to keep the ways of the

Lord. May the children of the llimily obey their

parents in the Lord, love one another, and re-

member thee their Creator now in the days of

their youth.

Thus may the blessing of God, the Father and

Lord of all, rest continually upon us for good.

Thus may the image of oar dear Redeemer shine

bright in our characters ; and thus may wc be

formed to a growing meetness for that world
where he dwells, and where we shall be com.
pletely like him, because we shall see him as he is.

We ask all in his name, who hath loved us,

and given himself for us, that he might redeem
us unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of

good Vv'orks, unto whom be ascribed glory and
honour, salvation and praise, now aud for ever.

Amen,

THURSDAY MORNING.

ALMIGHTY and most glorious Jehovah-; we
adore thee as the God of nature, the God of

H
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providence, anl the God of grace. As from
thte all creatures received their beings, so on
thee they co.istaniiy depend. With the deepest
humility would >vc prostrate ourselves before thy
throne, and acknowledge our eoubtant and entire

dependence upon th^e, not only for the continu-
ance and the comforts of our natural lives, but
for the safety and welfare of our souls, in time
and to eternity. We confess not only that v/c are
guilty creatures, and as such need thy pardoning
mercy, but also that we are depraved and impo-
tent creatures, and as such stand in absolute need
of thy renewing and strengthening grace.

We desire sincerely and humbly to acknowl-
edge before thee our own weakness and insuffi-

ciency for any thing that is spiritually good. We
have experienced it a thousand times ; and yet

our foolish hearts are too prone to trust in them-

selves, and form resolutions in their own strength.

Give us, we pray thee, a more deep and elTectual

conviction of our impotence, and bring us to a

more humble distrust of ourselves, and a more
entire repose on thee.

\Vc rejoice, O Lord, in the kind assurance

which thou hast given us, of thy readiness to

bestow liberally upon us all the assistance which

we v/ant, in order to a successful opposition

against sin and temptation, and the acceptable

performance of all the arduous duties of the di-

vine life. In compliance with thy condescending

invitation, we come with boldness to the throne

of thy grace, that we may find grace to help in

every time of need ; and would earnestly plead

thip.e ovvm gracious promise, O heavenly Father,

to give thy Spirit unto them that ask it.
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God forbid that we should entertain the thought

of turning thy grace into wantonness, or per-

verseness, or of making our weakness an excuse

for negligence and sloth ! We confess, thou hast

already given us more strength than we have us-

ed ; and we charge it upon ourselves, and not on

thee, that we have not received more abundant

supplies. \Ve desire for the future to be found

diligent in the use of all appointed means.
^
In

the neglect of these, we know that our petitions

would be a profane mockery, which might justly

provoke thte to take away thine holy Spirit from

us. We would therefore resolve to exert our^

selves to the uttermost, and earnestly entreat the

communications of thy grace, that we may be

enabled to fulfd our resolutions.

Be thou surety, O Lord, unto thy servants for

p^ood. Be pleased to shed abroad thy sanctifjing

influences on our souls, to form us for ever}' du-
ty which thou requirest. Implant every christian

grace and virtue deep in our hearts, and main*
tain and strengthen them amidst all the assaults

both from within and without, to which we are

continually liable, while we are in this world,

where we carry about with us so many infirmi.

ties.

Fill our breasts, we beseech thee, with good
affections towards thee our God, and towards our
fcllovt^- creatures. Help us alwaj's to realize thy
presence, and to remember that every secret sen-

timent of our souls is open to thee. Under such
a conviction, may we guard against the first ris-

ings of sin, and the first approaches to it. And
that Satan may not find room for his evil sugges.
tions, we pray that thou, Lord, will fill our hearts
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with thy Spirit, and take up thy residence tliere.

Dwell in us, and walk with us, and let our bodies
be the temples of the Holy Ghost.
May we be so joined to Christ Jesus our Lord,

lis to become one spirit with him, and feel his in-

vigorating influences continually bearing us on,

superior to every temptation, and to every cor-

ruption ; that while the youths shall faint and be
\\eary, and the young men utterly fall, we may
so vrait upon the Lord as to renew our spiritual

strength, to run without weariness, to walk witli-

Gut fainting, yea to fly as on the wings of eagles

towards lieaven. May we be going on continual-

ly, from one degree of faith and love, of hoii-

liCss and zeal, unto another, till v/e appear per-

feet before thee in Zion, to drink in immortal vig-

our and joy from thee, the everlasting fountain of

both.

While we are here, we are surrounded with

dangers and difficulties. Blessed God, to thine

almighty povrer we flee. O thou that savest by
thy right hand them that put their trust in thee,

stretch out thine omnipotent arm to save us. \^^c

put ourselves under thy protection ; let thy grace

be sufficient for us, and thy strengtli be made per-

fect in our weakness. We dare not say, we will

never forsake or deny thee ; but we hope we can

say, that we would not do it. O root out those

corruptions from our hearts, which, in an hour of

pressing temptation, might aUer our views, and

betray us into the hands of the enemy.

Strengthen our faith, O Lord ; encourage our

hope, and inspire us uith an heroic resolution, in

oppo^.ing every thing that obstructs us in our way
to hea\en. May we set our faces like a flint
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against all the assaults of earth and helL If sin-

ners entice, let us not consent ; if they insult, let

us not regard it : if they threaten, let us not fear.

May we never be ashamed to plead thy cause

against the most prof^ine deridcrs of religion ; but

may we be filled with courage, charity, and zeal,

to teach transgressors thy w-ays, that sinners may
be converted unto tiiee.

Keep us, O God, at all times, by thy mighty

power, and on that may we always rely. Never

let us think ourselves strong enough to maintain,

the combat without thee : nor yet imagine cur-

selves so weak tliat thou canst not support us.

Wherever thou leadest us, there let us follow,

and whatever station thou appointcst for us, there

let us labour. In the midst of dangers and dis-

couragements, may we look unto Jesus, the cap-

tain of our salvation, the great author and finisher

of our faith ; and may we finally be made more
than conquerors through him that -hath loved us,

in whom w^e have righteousness and strength, and
unto whom be ascribed salvation and honour,

blessing and praise, now and for ever. Amen.

THURSDAY EVENING.

EVER-BLESSED and glorious Lord ; thpu
crt a great God, and a great King, above all gotls*

The earth is thine, and the fulness thereof: the

world, and all tliev that dw^ll therein. We are

H 2 '
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thine, for thou madcst us, and on thee we en-
tirely depend for the continuance of life and all

its enjoyments. It is most fit that we should dai-

ly acknowledge our dependence upon thee, and
our obligations to thee, in united acts of prayer
and jjraise.

We prostrate our souls this evening before thy
throne, to tender thee the homage which is thy
due ; and under a sense of our great unworthi-
ness we beg to be accepted through Jesus Christ.

We bless thee for the beings thou hast given
us, and for all the powers of body and of mind
with which we are endowed. We praise thee

for the continual care of thy providence over us
by night and by day, and for the numberless bless-

ings with which our lives are crowned. How
precious are thy thoughts unto us, O God ; if

we would count them, they are more than can be
numbered.
We particularly praise thee for the safety and

the comforts of the day past. Under a sense of

thy former kindness, we commit ourselves and
each other to thy future care, ivlay we this night

rest secure under the shadow of thy wings, and
let thy good providence continue to be exercised

for our protection and comfort through all the re-

maining days of our lives on earth. Under an

apprehension of tlie manifold dangers and calam-

ities to which we are ever liable in this present

evil world, we flee to thee as our only refuge.

Be thou pleased to take the charge of us, and v/c

shall be secure from evil, and our hearts shall not

fear. O thou great shepherd of Israel, whose

watchful eye is ever upon them that trust in thee,
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preserve us h'ing down and rising up, going out

and coming fn, from this time forth and for ever.

But we would more especially be solicitous for

the safety and happiness of our souls.

Blessed God ; in the midst of ten thousand

snares and dangers, from without, and from with-

in, permit us to look up to thee as the God of

salvation, to whom belong the issues from death.

Let thine eyes be upon us for good, and keep

these souls of ours from whatever would involve

them in guilt and ruin.

When ^ve are tempted to sloth and indolence,

awaken us, we pray thee, v/ith the lively views of

that invisible and eternal v/orld to wdiich we are

tending ; and engage us to remember the infinite

importance of diligently improving those transient

moments which thou hast allotted us to prepare

for it.

When sinners entice us, may we not consent,

but may holy converse with thee give us a dis-

relish for the society of those who are strangers to

thee, and would separate our souls from tiite.

May we honour them that fear the Lord, anci by
walking with wise and holy men, may we be dai-

ly advancing in wisdom and holiness.

Guard us, O Lord, from the love of sensual

pleasure. May we remem.ber that to be carnally

minded is death. Purify and refine our souls by
the influences of thy Holy Spirit, that we may
always shun unlawful gratifications ; and enable
us to use the allowed indulgencies of animal na-

ture with sobriety and m.odcration, that the com-
forts of life may not be the occasions of sin. May
we ever remember the superior dignity of our
intelligent and spiritual nature, and pursue the
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pleasures of the man and the Christianas our no*

blest happiness : above all, may we aspire after

tliose pleasures which are at thy right hand for

evermore.

Preserve us, O God, from that pride which p^o-

eth before destruction, and that lust of ambition
by v.'liich so many have fallen. Promote in us
that humility and lowliness of mind which so well

becomes the deciplcs of the blessed Jesus. May
we learn of him u'ho was meek and lowly i.i

heart. Deliver us, we beseech thee, from covet-

ousness, which is idolatrv, and that love of the

world which is enmity with God. Let us not

make haste to be rich, nor seek great things for

ourselves on earth, remembering that the love of

money is the root of all evil. And if riches in-

crease, let us not set our hearts upon them. May
our desires after v/orldly possessions, and our
delight in them, bt moderated by considering

their uncertain and unsatisfying nature ; and
while others are laying up for themselves treas-

ures on earth, may we be rich towards God.
Deliver us from all those excessive cares about

the things of this life in general, which would so

engross our time and thoughts, that the one thing

needful would be begotten. May we never be
too busy about the most lawful things, to attend to-

those great affairs which lie between thee and our

souls : never so taken up with the concerns of

time, as to neglect the interests of eternity.

Deliver us from all those ileshly lusts which
war against the soul, and irum all those vices of

the mind which tend to grieve thy good Spirit,

and to banish peac€ and joy from the heart.
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Especially we pray, that thou wilt deliver us

from the sins which do most easily beset us, and

enable us to set a special guard against them.

Help us continually to watch and pray, that we
may not enter into temptation, and to keep cur

hearts with all diligence, since out of them are

the issues of life.

We lament it, that, through our neglect of

watchfuli^ess and prayer, we have so often yield-

ed to temptation, and fallen into sin. Mercifully

pardon all our past neglects ; make us more cir-

cumspect for the time to come ; and do thou, O
God of all grace, keep us from falling, and pre-

serve us by thy mighty power, through faith unto

salvation.

Our safety and happiness is in thee alone. Oa
thy power, grace, and faithfulness will we rely,

and to thy name shall be aU the glory, through
Jesus Christ our only Mediator and Advocate.
Amen.

FRIDAY MORNING.

MOST glorious and ever-blessed Jehovah ;

we humbly adore thee as the Creator and Lord
of all : the wise and holy, and gracious governor
of the universe, whom all thy rational creatures

are bound by duty and by interest, to worship,
love and obev.
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As we were made by thee, so we were made
for thee, and our best service is thy due. Blessed
be th)' name that thou hast so fully instructed us
what is thy mind and will concerning us. With
sorrow and shame we confess cur manifold viola-

tions of thy wise and holy lavv' whereby we hav©
exposed ourselves to the curse which it denoun-
ces. As thy lav/ demands perfect obedience, and
we are all transgressors of it, we are convinced
that by the deeds of the law no fiesh liviner can
be justified.

^Ve thank thee, O Lord for that blessed gos-

pel which thou hast sent among us, in which the

glad tidings of salvation by Jesus Christ are pro-

claimed. O God, teach us to form right views
of the religion of the gospel, and give us to ex-

perience the life and pov/er of it in our souls.

We make a profession of Christianity : God
forbid that we should rest in a mere profession !

but grant that we may be Christians in deed and
in truth. O sufFcr us not to deceive ourselves ia

a matter of such infinite importance.

O Lord God omniscient, thou searchest all

hearts, and triest the reins of the children of nien :

search thou our hearts, and try our thoughts,

and see if there be any wicked way in us, and
lead us into the way everlasting. Enable us also

frequently and impartially to examine ourselves,

as in thy sight ; and let our own consciences tes-

tily whether we are possessed of that repentance

to\7ards God, and that faith in our Lord Jesus

Christ, which tlie gospel requires ; and whetl.er

we have been brought to that new, universal, and
chcerrul obedience, which is the genuine and ne-

Gcssary fruit thereof.



FRIDAY MOR.VlNGi 95

Jf hitherto we are any of us utter strangers to

these things, conviiice us of our guilt and danger,

and let that blessed Spirit, who is the author of

the new creation, create us anew in Christ Jesus.

Work in us that faith wliich is the operation of

God. Direct us to behold Jesus, as labouring,

suuering, dying, and ascendiiig, for the salvation

of sjnners. Give us faith in the efficac}' of his

righteousness, atonenieat, and intercession, and
enable us to con^e unto him that wq may have life,

and to rely upon him for complete salvation.

May we know vAvrit it is to have cur v/holc

heavcS subdued by his love, so as to be crucified

with him, to be dead to sin, to be mortified to the

world, but alive unto God. Make us to bear

his image, to obey his laws, to pursue his service,

to seek his glory, to promote his cause.

Whatever there be wanting in us, to constitute

us real Christians, Lord discover it to us, and
work it in us. Beat doum every false presump-
tuous hope, and let us know the worst of our-

selves v/hile yet there is rem.edy. If any secret

sin be lurking in cur hearts, root it out, however
painful the operation. May ail old things pass a-

w^ay, and all things become nev/.

If we are Christians indeed, and have received
the grace of God in truth, give us the comforta-
ble evidence of thy good work begun. May thy
Spirit witness with our spirits that wc are the
children of God. Make us more sensible of our
imperfections, more humble for them, more de-
sirous ond diligent to have them removed. Do
thou, O God, perfect what is lacking in our
knov/ledge and in our faith, and fulfil in us all

tlie good pleasure of thy goodness.
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We praise thee for thj continued goodness to

us. We commend ourselves, and all that are

dear unto us, to thy future care. May thy prov-
idence guard and provide for us this day, and
may thy grace enable us every day to live in thy
fear. Pardon, accept, and bless us, O Father
of mercies, through thy dear Son Jesus Christ,

who is our hope, in whom believing we would
rejoice, and desire to be found, living, dying,

and for ever. Amen.

FRIDAY EVENING.

O TKOU ever- blessed, glorious, and gra-

cious God, who art the fountain both of the natu-

ral aiid spiritual life ; we thy dependent and oblig-

ed creatures are once more met together to make
oiir united acknowledgments to thee ; to praise

thee for the mercies we have already received, and
to implore futuie blessings according to our ne-

cessities bodi lor the body and the soul.

We thank thee, O God, that thou gavest us

life at first, and that amidst so many dangers, and
so many provocations, we continue to live, and to

enjoy so many of the com.forts of life. It is thy

visitation m hich upholds our spirits, and thy free,

unmerited goodness which gives us whatever con-

tributes to render our lives happy. Blessed be
God for all our enjoyments of an outward nature,

both personal and relative. May they be contin-
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ued to US, and O may they be wisely improved !

While we live, may we live unto the Lord,
^
If

any of us are as yet dead in trespasses and sins,

do thou raise us to a new, a spiritual and divine

life.

Adored be the riches of thy grace, if any of

us have ground to hope that thou hast begun this

good work in us. We lament the imperfections

of it, and pray that thou wilt strengthen what

thou hast wrought. It is our earnest desire that

we may grow in grace, and in the knowledge of

our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Form our

minds to those right notions of religion on which
our progress in it so much depends. Give us a

growing acquaintance with thee, with ourselves,

and with the doctrines, precepts, and promises of

the glorious gospel.

W^e would be seeking after an increase of love

to thee our God and Father in Christ Jesus ; of

resignation to thy wise and holy Vv^ill, and of be-

nevolence to our fellow-creatures. May we grow
in patience and fortitude of soul ; in humility

and zeal ; in spirituality and a heavenly disposi-

tion of mind ; in a concern for thy glory, and a

conformitv to thine image. May we feel a grow-
ing ambition that whether present or absent we
may be accepted of thee, and may be continually

improving in our likeness to thee, so that wc may
be advancing in our meetness for that world, where
thy saints behold thy face in righteousness, and
are satisfied with thy likeness.

W^e desire and pray that, while v/e are contin-

ued in this world, we may be rendered more ex-
tensively useful. We bless thee, thou bountiiul

author of all good, for the talents with which
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thou hast entrusted us. We have cause to be
ashamed and confounded before thee, when wc
consider to how little purpose we have hitherto

improved them. Justly might we be condemned
as slothful and unprofitable servants. Of thy
mercy forgive the debt of ten thousand talents

which we owe thee, and enable us more entirely

to devote ourselves and all w^e have unto thee,

acknowledging that it is of thine ow^n Me give

thee. Make us faithful stewards to our great

Lord, from whom we have received all w^e have,

and to whom we must shortly render a strict ac-

count. May w^e think of no interest of our own,
in opposition to thine, or as separate from It

;

but consider it as most effectually living to our-

selves, when w^e live most unto thee. Under a

growing sense of thy love to us, may we feel an

increasing love to our brethren of mankind ; and
as we have ability and opportunity may we be
ready to do good unto all. Whatever of the good
things of this life thou hast lodged in our hands,

for their relief, may we be thy faithful almoners ;

and while we give liberally may we do it with

discretion, so as to answer the best ends. And
do thou multiply the seed sow^n, and so prosper

us in our worldly affairs, if it be thy blessed will,

that we may have more to impart to them that

need.

Whatever be our talents, may they not be hid ;

and if thou givest any of us but one, may that be

improved with care, as what is to be accounted

for to the Lord of all.

May we be particularly concerned to be useful

to those with whom we are most intimately con-

nected in life, in promoting their spiritual and
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eternal interests. May we of this family be more
useful to one another, especially in our best con-

cerns ; and may the heads of the family in partic-

ular be the instruments of great and everlasting

good to all committed to their charge.

We wish well to the whole human race : and

Rs an expression of our love to them, we would
affectionately recommend them to thy tender

compassion, who art able to do for them above all

that we can ask or think. Have pity upon the

world that lies in wickedness, and let the gospel

every where be the power of God unto salvation.

Bless our country, and let thy favour extend to

all ranks of men. Promote among us that right-

eousness which exalteth a nation. Awaken the

zeal, and succeed the labours, of thy ministers

and thy people, for the honour of Christ, and the

Balvation of souls. Shew mercy to all in distress.

Be a friend to all our friends, and let our worst
enemies obtain thy salvation. We ask all in the
name, and as the disciples, of the benevolent
Saviour of men, who went about continually do-
ing good, and loved us even unto death ; unto
whom be glory for ever. Amen.

SATURDAY MORNING.

ETERNAL and unchangeable Jehovah ; the
Icreator of heaven and earth, the Lord of angels
and men; we desire with the deepest humilia-

82979§i
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tion of £oul to fall down, at this time, in thine

awiul presence, and present ourselves before thee.

O penetrate our hearts with a becoming sense of
thine unutterable glgries, and thy condescending
goodness.

Who are we, O Lord, or what is our house,

that we should be permitted to speak unto thee,

or to entertain any expectation of finding favour

with thee ?

We acknowledge, O Lord, that we have been
great transgressors. The irregular propensities

of our corrupt nature have, in thousands of in-

stances, wrought to bring forth £ruit unto

death. If thou shouldest be strict to mark our
offences, w^e must immediately sink into destruc-

tion. But adored be thy grace, thou hast called

thy w^andering sheep, thy prodigal cliildren, to

return unto thee. Behold therefore, O Lord, we
come unto thee, convinced of our folly as well as

our sin, in having departed from thee. Be thou
merciful to our unrighteousness, and remember

not our transgressions against us.

And cnabfe us, with the utmost sincerity, to

surrender ourselves unto thee. We would

avouch thee the Lord to be our God, and give

up ourselves to thee as thy people. O accept us

as thine own, and grant that we may henceforth

V be entirely thine : thine for ever. Help us cor-

dially to renounce all other lords which have had

domi;non over us ; every sin, and every lust :

the world, and Satan the god of it, who have

usurped the empire over our souls ; and enable

us to reject all the temptations which they may
offer, to seduce our hearts from thee.
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To thee, O God, we desire to present the

whole frame of our nature; all the members of

our body, and all the faculties of our minds, as

living sacrifices, holy and acceptable unto God,
which we know to be our most reasonable service.

To thee also would we consecrate all our worldly

possessions, to be enjoyed and laid out for thine

honour. And the remainder ofour time on earth

we desire to spend in thy service. O do thou in-

struct and enable us to employ every year and day
and hour so as shall most promote thine honour.

Whatever influence thou givest us over others,

help us to improve it for thy glory and their good.

IVIay we resolve especially that we and our house
shall serve the Lord,

We desire also humbly to resign ourselves to

thy disposal, and to submit to thy holy and sove-
reign will. To thy direction would we leave all

our concerns, and to thy disposal would we yield

ourselves, and all we possess. Continue or re-

move, bestow or refuse, whatsoever thou pleas-

est. Whatever thou doest with us or ours, may
we not only submit, but acquiesce ; and even un-
der thy most afflictive dispensations, may we bless
the name of the Lord. Father, not our will but
thine be done.

Use us, O Lord, we beseech thee, as instru-
ments of thy glory, and honour us so far as, either
by doing or suffering what thou shalt appoint, to
bring some revenue of praise to thee, and of ben-
efit to the world. May we henceforth consider
ourselves as not our own but thine : no longer
strangers and foreigners, but thy peculiar people,
fellow- citizens with the saints, and of the house-
hold of God. Being devoted to thee as thy peo-
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pie, enable us to rejoice in thee as otir God in an
everlasting covenant.

We confess, O Lord, our utter unworthiness
of this honour and privilege, and our insufficien-

cy for the duties which we owe thee. Wash us,

we beseech thee, in the blood of thy Son, clothe

us with his righteousness, and sanctify us by the

Spirit of thy grace. Destroy more and more the

power of sin in our hearts ; transform us more
into thine own image, and form us to a resemb-
lance of the blessed Jesus, whom we acknowledge
as our teacher and our example, our sacrifice, and
intercessor. Communicate to us the needful in-

fluences of thy enlightening, quickening, and com-
forting Spirit. Lift up upon us the light of thy

countenance, and enable us to go on our way re-

joicing.

And when we have done and suffered thy will

on earth, remove us hence when and how thou

pleasest ; only ^rant that in our dying moments
we may be enabled to glorify thee, and that with

our last breath we may shew forth thy praise.

Place underneath us thine everlasting arms, put

strength and confidence into our departing spir-

its, and receive us into the embraces of thine ev-

erlasting love. We ask all through Jesus, the

great Mediator of the covenant, to whom, with

thee, O Father, and thine Holy Spirit, be ever-

lasting praises ascribed. Amen.
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SATURDAY EVENING.

IT is a good thing to give thanks unto thy

name, O Lord, and to shew forth thy praises, O
thou Most High, Morning and evening to speak

of thy faithfulness, and to talk of all thy wonder-

ful works. Bless the Lord, O our souls, and

all that is within us bless his holy name. Inspire

our hearts, O our God, with a deeper sense of

thy goodness, and enable us with unfeigned love

and gratitude to make our acknowledgments to

thee.

Thou art the author ofour natures, the God of

our lives, the fountain of all our comforts, and
the foundation of all our hopes. We bless thee

for these bodies which thou hast given us, which
are fearfully and wonderfully made ; and we
praise thee that thou presepvest them in health

and vigour, so that we are capable of relishing the

entertainments which thou propovidest for our
senses, and of acting v/ith vivacity in thy ser-

vice.

We bless thee especially for these souls of
ours, which thou hast created, whereby we are

allied to angels, and formed after thine own im-
age. We thank thee that thou hast made us ca-

pable of enquiring after God our maker, of ren-

dering thee a rational homage, and of enjoying
thy favour for ever. We bless thee for the know-
ledge with which thou hast adorned our minds,
and especially for that grace which thou hast giv-

en us in Jesus Christ, for our deliverance from
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that guilt and condemnation, in which the whole
world is involved, and for the renewing and sanc-

tifying influence of thine Holy Spirit.

We bless thee for that royal bounty with which
thou providest for our daily support and enter-

tainment. Thou spreadest a table for us in the

wilderness, and causest our cup to overflow. And
we desire to be thankful that we do not partake

of the bounties of thy providence alone, but that

we have so many agreeable friends to share them
with us. Thanks be to G.od for the blessings of

social life in general, and particularly for our do-

mestic and family enjoyments : for so many dear

relatives at home, as well as friends abroad, who
are able and disposed to serve us in the various

oflices of love.

Nor would we forget to acknowledge thy fa-

vour in rendering us in any way capable of serv-

ing others. Whatever ability, and whatever in-

clination we possess, for promoting the good of

our fellow- creatures, this also cometh from thee.

On the survey of the exceeding riches of thy

bounty, we find ourselves constrained to love thee

above all the powers of language to express.

O thou greatest and best of beings, possess

our souls with a supreme delight in thyself, and

cause us to long after more abundant communi-
cations of thy favour, and a nearer conformity to

thy will and to thy blessed nature. Withdraw
our affections more from all created objects, and

engage us to return unto thee, and repose our-

€elves in thee, as our rest, who hast dealt so

bountifully with us. Thou art our father and

our friend for time and for eternity. As such

may we cheerfully commit ourselves to thee for
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both, leaving it to thee to choose our inheritance,

and to order all our affairs ; while we make it all

our business to serve thee, and all our delight to

praise thee. O may our souls follov/ hard after

thee, and still press on towards thee, and may thy

right hand uphold us, till ail our desires be accom-
plished in the full enjoyment of thee.

Amidst all the difficulties and dangers of our

mortal pilgrimage, may we feel ourselves sup-

ported and borne forward by thine almighty arm,

towards the region of blessedness. May we be
waiting for thy salvation, with ardent desire, and
yet with calm resignation, while we are found
doing thy commandments. May our loins be
girt about, and our lamps be burning, as those

who are waiting for their Lord ; and O grant that

we may be found of him in peace. The close of
every week and every day bring us nearer to the

close of life. O that every week and every day
may find us wiser and better ; more fit to leave

this world, and to enter into the heavenly state.

We pray that thy blessing may be upon ail thy
people : feed thine inheritance, and lift them up
forever. May every christian society flourish in

knowledge, holiness, and love. Clothe thy mia-
isters with salvation, that by their means thy cho-
sen people may be m.ade joyful. Cause a glori-

ous accession to thy churches every vv^here. May
converts fly to Jesus as a cloud, and as doves to

their windows. May thy table, O Lord, be fur-

nished with guests, and may all that love thy sal-

vation, say, *' Let the Lord be magnified, who
" hath pleasure in the prosperity of his servants."

We pray that those who profess to have received
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Christ Jesus the Lord may be duly careful to walk
in him.

Grant that the solemnities of thine house on the

ensuing day, may be blessed to us and to our fel-

low worshippers ; and that by all the services of

thy church below, we may be preparing to join

the general assembly and church of the first-born

above. Wc present these our imperfect praises

and prayers to thee in the all- prevailing name of

Jesus, who died for our sins, and rose again for

our justification, and ever liveth to make interces-

sion for us : to whom be honour and dominion
everlasting : Amen !
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SATURDAY EVENING,

OR,

LORD'S DAY MORNING,

PREVIOUS TO THE LORD's SUPPER.

GREAT and marvellous are thy works, Lord
God Almighty. What then art thou thyself,

whose power produced and sustains, whose wis-

dom contrived and directs, whose goodness
crowns them all. Our souls are quickly lost in

the contemplation of thee. But yet we delight

in the celebration of thy praises. We bless thee,

O our God, that thou hast made of one ilesh and
blood all nations of men to dwell on the face of

the earth, and determined the times before ap-

pointed, and the bounds of their habitation, that

they should seek the Lord, if haply they might
feel after him and find him. We bless thee that

thou hast, in the course of thy providence, so
ordered the circumstances of our birth and edu-
cation, that wc should be partakers of the grace
of the gospel from our earliest years, and know
the wonderful works of God ; even those things
which many prophets and kings desired to see and
hear, but could not.

We bless and magnify thy name for all our
powers as reasonable creatures ; for all the testi-

monies of thy paternal care ; for all the effects of
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thy common bounty and goodness, in the course
of our lives. But mere especially we praise thee
for thy distinguishing grace and mercy in Jesus
Christ. While we glory and rejoice in him we
cannot forget to pray, that all mankind may en-

joy the same happiness. O may the whole w^orld

know that thou hast so loved it, as to give thine

only Son, that whosoever believeth in him should
not perish, but have everlasting life !

Hear, O most gracious God, the prayers of thy

faithful people for the enlargement of that king-,

dom of truth and righteousness which thou hast

set up among men ; and that the religion of Jesus

may be professed and practised, in its native sim-

plicity wherever it is propagated. Grace be with

all them that love the Lord Jesus Christ in sincer-

ity. May their numbers continually increase,

and their consolations abound. May the multi-

tude ofthem that believe be of one heart and of one
soul : and may the church of Christ appear to be
the school in which immortal souls are trained up
for the more perfect worship, and the everlasting

felicity of the heavenly world.

O let us not receive the grace of God in vain.

Let it not be in vain that we have been so fully

taught the way of the Lord; that w^e have had
such assistances both external and internal : that

v/e have enjoyed every sort of encouragement to

abound in all the fruits of holiness, which are by-

Christ Jesus to the praise and glory of God.
Pardon us, O most merciful Father, that we

have made thee returns so unsuitable to thy great

goodness towards us : so disproportioned to the

vast and r.umberless obligations which thou hast

laid us under, and the repeated engagements
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which we have taken upon ourselves. O forgive

the coldness of our love to thee : our sloth and

inactivity in thy service : the small proficiency

we have made in the virtues of the christian and

divine life, notwithstanding the advantage of so

excellent a rule, so perfect an example, so free

access to the throne of thy grace, such powerful

aids from thy blessed Spirit, and so glorious a

prospect as that set before us.

O may the consideration of thy readiness to

pardon, fill us with an ingenuous hatred and de-

testation of all sin. And may we discover such

a care to avoid it, and to shun all the occasions of

it, and the temptations to it for the future, as

shall be a satisfying evidence that all our iniquities

are actually forgiven, through the redemption that

is in Christ Jesus. And may the God of pcrxe,

who brought again from the dead the great Shep-
- herd of the sheep, through the blood of the ever-

lasting covenant, make us perfect to do thy will,

working in us that which is well-pleasing in thy

sight ; fulfilling in us the good pleasure of ihy

goodness, and the work of faith with power.
Bless to us the external means of thy grace.

Help us to bear in mind the design of one duty
to dispose for another ; and of all the instrumen-

tal duties of religion to beget and strengthen in

our souls those exalted principles, and fixed hab-
its of true goodness, by wliich we shall be move
and more ripened for the life oF heaven. By
faith may we see him who is invisible, and always
walk as in his presence.

May we be more affected and influenced by
the contemplation of an absent Saviour, in every
view ol him. May we know him, and the povv-

K



110 SATURDAY EVENING, OH

cr of his resurrection, and the fellowship of hia
sufferings, and count all things but loss for the
excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus our
Lord, for whose sake may we be willing to suf-

fer the loss of all things, not counting our lives

dear to us, so that we may finish our course with
joy-

.

Give us, O Lord, to feel more of the mighty
power of thy grace, concurring with the gosj^l
of thy Son, to mortify every inordinate desire, to

confirm every good purpose, to purify and regu-
late our affections, and to change our whole souls

more and more iato a divine likeness. May our
Jove to thee be supreme, though it can never be
adequate to thine excellencies : may our devo-
tion towards thee be unaffected and fervent : our
resignation entire ; our obedience cheerful, uni-

form and constant. Towards men may we ever
be just and charitable, kindly affectioned, ready
to do good, as we have ability and opportunity ;

carrying it towards all with a mild, a peaceable,

and'christian spirit.

With respect to ourselves, may we be sober-

minded, poor in spirit, and pure in heart. Help
us to be continually opposing all mental irregu-

larities, and daily gaining the victory over them.
Help us to deny ourselves, to be temperate in all

things, to bridle our tongues, and to labour to be

examples of patience, meekness, contentment,

humbleness of mind, and to come behind in n©
good thing ; looking for the mercy of God unto

eternal life. That so when we have done the

M'ork which thou hast given us to do, and suffer-

ed all that thou sawest meet to appoint, for the

trial of our faith, hope, and submission to thy
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\will, we may finally inherit the promises which
thou hast made us in Jesus Christ our Lord.

In the prospect of that happy state would we
now say, Blessing and honour, and glory and
power, be unto him that sitteth upon the throne,

and unto the Lamb, for ever and ever* Amen.
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The L R D ' s P R A Y E R
,
paraphrased in th e JFonh

of the Assembhj^,

O THOU high and holy One who inhabitest

ctcruity, and art far exalted above ill blessing and
praise ; in whom it is condescension to accept the

worship of ar. gels ; we adore thee that thou hast

revealed thysch^ as a God who heareth prayer ;

and that, as such, thou mvitest all fiesh to come
unto thee.

Blessed be thy name that, for the encourage-
ment of such unworthy creatures as we are, ihou
hast appointed and revealed a glorious mediator

between thyself and us, even Jesus Christ the

righteous. And we thank thee that, in compas-
sion to our infirmities, thou hast, in thy holy

V. ord, both taught us how to pray, and what to

pray for. We bless thee also that our Lord Je-

sus Christ, who came immediately from the

Father, hath shewed us the way to the Father,

and given us acceptable words to take with us in

our applications to thy throne, even those which
he gave to his disciples, after this manner, there-

fore, would we now, in his namic, address our-

selves unto thee ;

* This fwiih the IntroductionJ may be ufed as a dis-

tinct form, when brevity is required, or otherwifs ba

a<lded 10 another prayer.
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OtTR Father who art in Heaverty

' We would draw near to thee, with all holy rev-

erence and confidence, as children to a father,

able and ready to help us.

Hallowed be thy name :

We beseech thee enable us and others to glori-

fy thee, in all that whereby thou hast made thy-

self known, and dispose of all things to thine own
glory.

Thy kingdom come :

We pray that Satan's kingdom may be destroy-

ed, and that the kingdom of grace may be ad-

vanced. Let us and others be brought into it,

and kept in it ; and let the kingdom of glory be
hastened.

Thy will be done on earth as it is done in heaven :

Make us by thy grace, able and willing to

know, obey, and submit to thy will in all things,

as the angels do in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread

:

Of thy free gift let us receive a competent por-
tion of the good things of this life, and let us en-
joy thy blessing with them.

And forgive us our trespasses^ as we forgive them
that trespass against us :

We pray that, for Christ's sake, thou wouldst
freely pardon all our sins, and that by thy grace

K 2
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ihoii wouldst enable us from the heart to forgive
others.

Jnd lead us ?iot info temptation, but deliver us

from evil :

Either keep us, O Lord, from being tempted
to sin, or support and deliver us when we are

tempted.

For time is the Jcingdom, the poiver^ and the

glory
^ for ever :

Lord, we take our encouragement, in prayer,

from thyself only, and desire in our prayers to

praise thee ; ascribing kingdom, power, and glo-

ry to thee : And in testimony of our desires and
assurance to be heard, (through Jesus Christ) we
say, AMEN.

772(? L R D ' s Prayer paraphras^d by Dr, Dod-
d ridge. Fam. Expos. Vol. I.

OUR Father, who art seated on a throne of

glory in the highest heaven : while we bow down
before thine awful presence with the humblest

reverence, we would nevertheless approach thee

with a filial confidence, r.s our bountiful and com-
passionate parent ; uniting our supplications to

thee, with hearts full of brotherly love, and ask-
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ing for each other the blessings we seek for our-

selves.

We would so remember our relation to thee,

as to be above all things concerned for thy glory,

and therefore make it our first petition—J/c?/ thy

illustrious name he sanctified! May the whole

race of mankind, yea the whole world of intelli-

gent creatures, pay their dutiful veneration to

thy divine majesty which thy matchless perfec-

tions so justly demand. And for this purpose,

^lay thy kingdom more perfectly come, v. hich thy

Son came to introduce among men : may it be

established with greater efficacy, may its nature

be more clearly discovered, and its interests be

more resolutely pursued, by the professed sub-

jects of it.

May thy -will^ which is always wise and always
gracious, he done, as in heaven so Ukeivise upon
earth ; and may we m.ortals be taught to regard
it with a resignation, acquiescence, and obedi-

ence, resembling that of the heavenly spirits.

As for ourselves, O Lord, we would not seek

the great things of this life ; we would not be

anxious about its distant futurities ; but hum-
bly intreat thou wouldst open that bountiful hand
on which we continually depend, and w^ouldst

give us this day our daily bread: providing a

competent supply for our present necessities, and
teaching us to refer the rest to thy continual pa-

ternal care.

And though we have in many respects beea
disobedient children, yet we beseech thee, O
most compassionate Fatlier, to forgive us. our of-

fences, whereby we stand chargeable, as it were,

in thy book, with debts which we can never clear

:
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Yet do thou freely forgive them all, as rue als9

desire to forgive our debtors : yea such pardon

may we receive from thee our God as we are wil-

ling to impart to them.
And do not bring us into circumstances of press-

ing temptation^ lest our virtue should be van-

quished, and our souls endangered by them : but

if we must be thus tried, do thou graciously deliv-

er us from the power of the evil one^ that he
may not triumph in our sin and ruin. These
things we know that thou canst do for thy chil-

dren, and we are humbly bold to hope thou wilt

do them for us.

For thine is the Jdngdorn of universal nature,

and the fulness of almighty power ^ and the glory

of infinite perfection ; and to thee be the praise of

all ascribed for ever. Amen,

And now may the peace of God which passeth

all understandings keep our hearts and minds

through Jesus Christ, And may the grace of our

Lord Jesus Christy and the love of God and the

communion of the Holy Ghost^ be with us all now
and for ever. Amen.
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OCCASIONAL PRAYERS.

To be introduced in any of the preceding forms, upon

the oceurrences to which they are adapted. •

N. B. It may be proper ior the person who reads the

prayers previously to mark the places where any of

these occasional petition* may most conveniently be

introduced.

On the Birth of a Child.

WE bless thee, Father of mercies, for the late

instance of thy goodness vouchsafed to this fami-

ly. Adored be thy name, that in the time of dan-

ger and difficulty thou wast pleased to display

thy saving power and mercy. We thank thee

that thine handmaid is the living mother of a liv-

iny and perfect child. Write a law of love and
grati*.ude on our hearts for this fresh instance of
thy providential care, and grant that the life which
thou hast given, and the life which thou hast

preserved, may be devoted unto thee, and be
precious in t'iy sight.

Be pleased to perfect the mercy which thou
hast begun, and speedily restore thine handmaici
to health and strength ; and grant that every ad-
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ditional mercy may be considered and improved
by us as an additional obligation to love and serve
thee. May we and ours be the Lord's,

Here mat/ proferly he added any ofthe Jollowtn^
petitions fw!iich may also be used on other occa^

sions»J

For the Children of the Family.

O LORD our God, the God of the spirits of

all flesh ; all souls are thin-: : the souls of the

parents, and the souls of the children are thine.

It is thy good providence which hath built us

up into a family. We thank thee for the chiU

dren which thou hast graciously g'ven thy ser-

vants. We pray that ihou who hast blessed us

with them, wilt make them blessings to us.

We lament the corrupt nature which they de-

rive from us. But we bless thee that there is a

fountain opened for their cleansing, and that they

were betimes dedicated to thee. Lord take them
as members of thy family. They are thine ; save

them, and let them be owned as thine in that daj
when thou raakest up thy Jewels.

Give them good capacities, and good disposi-

tions of mind. Make them tractable, and wil-

ling to receive instruction. Incline them betimes

to religion and virtue. Lord give them wisdom
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and understanding, and drive out the foolishness

that is bound up in their hearts.

Save them from the vanity to which childhood

and youth are subject. Fit them to live comfort-

ably and usefully in the world. We ask not

great things for them on earth. Give them, if it

please thee, an healthful constitution of body

;

preserve them from evil accidents ; and feed them
with food convenient for them. But above all,

we pray, that thou wilt pour out thy Spirit upon
our seed, and thy blessing upon our offspring ;

that they may be a seed to serve thee, which shall

be accounted to the Lord for a generation. O
give them that good part which shall never be tak-

en from them.
Give us wisdom and grace to bring up our

children in thy fear, in the nurture and admoni-
tion of the Lord ; with meekness and tenderness ;

and having them in subjection with gravity.

Teach us, that we may teach them the things

ofGod, as they are able to bear them. Dispose
us to reprove, and admonish, and when there is

need, to correct them, in a proper manner.
Help us to set them good examples of every thing

that is virtuous and praise- worthy. Enable us

so to train them up in the way they should go,

that if they live to be old they may never depart

(rom it. ^

Keep them from the snare of evil company and
all the temptations of youth. Make them sensi-

ble how much it is their interest as well as

duty to be religious betimes. And Lord grant,

that none of them may be found at the left hand
of Christ at the last day.
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We earnestly pray that Christ may be formed
in their hearts betimes, and that we may have
the satisfaction of seeing our children walking in

the truth, and setting their faces heavenwards.
Prosper the means of their education. Let

all our children be taught of the Lord, and give

them to know thee the only true God, and Jesus
Christ whom thou hast sent. May they from
children knovv^ the holy scriptures, which are able

to make them wise unto salvation. As far as they

are taught the truth as it is in Jesus, may they

continue in the things which they have learned.

It is our heart's desire and prayer, that our
children may be praising God on earth, w^hen we
are gone to pruise him in heaven ; and that we
and they may at last meet together there, to serve

and enjoy thee for ever.

If it should please thee to remove any of them
from us in their youth, give us grace submissive-

ly to resign them to thee, and let us have hope in

their death. If thou shouldst see fit to take us

from them while they arc young, be thou a father

to them, to teach and provide for them, O thou

in whom the fatherless findeth mercy. Thou
knowest our care concerning them ; O enable us

to cast it upon thee believing that thou care st for

them. v#T



OCCASIONAL PH AVERS. 121

Previous to the Baptism of a Chlld.'-^

WE adore thee, O gracious Father cf man-
kind, that thou hast continued the human race in

existence until now, and that still the sons and

daughters of Adam continue to be born, and to

replenish the earth. We bless thee for the addi-

tion which thou hast lately made to our family ;

and we pray that the child which thou hast given

to thy -servants may be spared as a blessing unto

us, and may be acknowledged as one of thy chil-

dren.

Encouraged by thy promise and covenant, we
hu.v,l)ly give it up unto thee. Be thou graciously

pleased to assist us in that solemn act of dedica-

tion in which we are about to engage. [Deliver

us from fjrmality and hypocrisy in celebrating

the ordinance of baptism. Help us rightly to

understand, and duly to attend to the mean-
ing of this service,] May we ourselves be en-

tirely thine own, and be enabled in sincerity

and in faith to give up our liitle one unto thee,

earnestly desiring that it may be a partaker
of the peculiar blessings of thy gracious cove-
nant, and firmly reooiving, in the strength of thy,

grace, to train it up for thee. May thy presence
be vvith us, and thy blessing upon us, in this

solemn service, that so it may be iviade of great
aiid lasting benefit to us an.d ours. Pour out thy

* T!iis may be used by thofe who object to the bap-
tism oi Inant^, on the dedlcjiioii oFthem to God, omit-
ting only the passage marked [ ],

1^
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Spirit upon our seed, and thy blessing upon oar
offspring, and grant that v/e and the child [chil-

dren] thou hast given us, may be indeed mem-
bers of th\' spiritual family, and may be at last

admitted to dwell together ia thine house eternal

in the heavens.

After the Baptism -for DedicationJ of a Child,

ACCEPT, O Lord, we humbly beseech thee,

of the solemn act of devotion, in which wc have

lately been engaging, in dedicating our little one
unto thee. Hear the prayers which have been

presented to thee on the behalf of this child, and
all the members of our family. Help us to re-

member that the vows of God are upon us, and
enable us conscieiitiously to fulfil them. Incline

our hearts to attend to the instructions and exhor-

tations whiclj have bten addressed to us, re-

specting our duty asC hiih^tiaiis, as heads of a flim-

ily and as parents. Let us not be w^anting ia the

use of any proper means for tue tem- oral and
eternal benefit of our oflsprnig. May we dili-

gently provide for those of our own house, and

above all things may we be attentive to their im-

mortal interests. Lord give us that wisdom ard

resolution w ich we so much need in the educa-

tion of infunt minds, and in the right governmient

of the family committed to our care. Whatever
ethers do, may we and ours resolve to serve the
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Lord. May we command our children and

household after us to keep thy ways. May thy

grace assist, and tiy blessings succeed us, in all

our attempts for thy glory, and the eternal wel-

fare of the precious souls committed to our trust.

O may we be the honoured instruments of train-

ing up a godly seed, and of bringing many sons

and daughters to glory.

Bless the child which v/e have lately been de-

voting to thee. O may it live before thee ! If

thou should st see fit to remove it in infancy, may
we cheerfully reisign it to thee, from whom we
received it, remembering that the Lord who gave

has u rio'ht to take it awav. If its life should be

spared, may it be a comfort to us, and a blessing

to the world ai^.d church. O Lord preserve it

from the snares of a wicked world into which it is

born, earlv sanctify it by thy grace, and train it

up for thiiie heavenly kin,n;don).

Bless the rising generation in general, and the

children oi this family in particular: grant that

they may i^e a seed to serve thee ; and at the last

great day, may we meet them wnth comfort at

the right hand of Cnrist, saying, Lord, here are

we and the children whom thou hast given us.

On the Death of a Child, or other Relative.

O THOU sovereign disposer of all events, we
humbly acknowledge thy wisdom and righteous-

ness in the breach which thou hast made in this
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farr)il3\ The Lord gave, and the Lord hath tak-

en nvvay : blessed be the name of the Lord.
Support us, we pray thee, under this trial, and
especially grant us the sanctiiied use of it. Teacli
us rrjore effectually, by this stroke of thy provi-

dence, the vanity of human life, tlie uncertainty
of our eartlily comforts, our entire dependence
upon thee, and the infinite value of. thy favouFj

«nd of an interest in Jesus Christ, which alone

can yield the soul solid support under the trials

which avv'ait us in this vale of tears.

Wiicn creature- comforts fail, O may we be
led nearer to thyself, the inexhaustible fountain^

Promote in us an entire submission to thy wise
and holy will, believing that thy judgmenls are

riglit, and that it is in very iiiithfulness thou hast

.'.^ftiicted us. Wean our hearts more from this

world, and quicken us in our preparation for our
departure out of it. Grant that all of us [iind es-

pecially the young] may be suitably afiecied with,

the consideration of our frailty and mortality.

Since our dear deceased [child] [iViend] can-

not return tons, but we muit soon go to [him]
[her]; Lord grant that we may be prepared to

iollow, whenever the summiOns shall com.e. Help
us to live as becometh dying, and yet immortal
creatures; and O grant, that whatever painful

separations death may nvike between any of us

who now survive, we mav all at last meet in that

blessed world, where there is no more sorrow,

nor crying, nor death, but where we shall for

ever live and rejoice together in the presence of

our God and Saviour.
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fFhen any one in the Family is sick.

MOST merciful Father, look down we beseech

thee, with a compassionate eje, upon that mem-
ber of our family on whom thou hast laid thine

afflicting hand. Thou art the great physician of

the body as well as the soul. Speak thou the

word and [he] [she] shall be healed. Direct to

the use of proper means, and let thy blessing ren-

der them effectual [that so this sickness may not

be unto death, but for thy glory.] Let health

and strength be speedily restored, if it be thy

blessed will, but especially we pray that the af-

fliction may be sanctified. Let pain and disor-

der of body be made the means of health to the

soul, that so thy servant may have cause to say,

it was good for [him] [her] to be afflicted.

Particularly we pray that thou wilt give to

[him] and us submission to thy holy will, and
prepare us for the issue, whatever it may be. If

thou shouldest see fit to take [him] out of this

life, O Lord, fit [him] foraiK)ther and better.

0w the Recovery of any one Jrom Sickness,

ACCEPT, O-Lord, our grateful acknowledg-
ments, for the kind appearance of thy providence
on the behalf of one in this familv, whom thou

L 2
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hast recovered from sickness [and raised from the

borders ol* the grave. Thou kiliest and makest
alive, thou woundest, and thou healest.] Make
[him] whom thou hast restored, and all the mem-
bers of this family, unfeignediy thankful for thy
delivering mercy, and let [his] life and ours shew
forth thy praise. Grant that both the affliction

and the n^ercy may be sanctified as the means of

bringing [him] and us nearer to thyself, and
quickening us m the great duties of life ; and O
prepare us for a dying hour whensoever it shall

come. To us to live may it be Christ, and to

die gain.

JF'or one expecting the Time of TravaiL

WE humbly entreat thy favourable regard

towards thy haadmaid expecting the hour of na-

ture's sorrow. Be pleased to carry her safely to

and through it. Help her to trust in thee, and
do thou manifest thy delivering mercy, so as to

[^^ive us renewed occasion to rejoice in thee as

the God of salvation, to whom belong the issues

iVom death. May every addition to this family

be made in mercy, and do thou give us a Bame
better than of sons and daughters.
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For Direction in dny important Concern.

O THOU God of wisdom and of love ; we
desire to acknowledge thee in all our ways. Be
pleased, according to thine own word of promise,

to direct our paths. Shew us the way in v. hich

we should go, and help us to pursue such meas-
ures as shall be most for our conifort and useful-

ness, and for the glory of thy name. Prosper

us, we intreat thee, in our undertaking, and give

us the satisfaction to find that we have done what
was right. Amidst all th.e intricate paths of life do
thou guide us by thy counsel, and let integriry

and uprightness ever preserve uo, for we
wait on thee.

For a young Person going from Home with a
Vicxv to Bi:si7iess,

WE acknowledge thy providence, O God, in

all that concerns the welfare of our family, and
would commit to thy care the young person now
about to leave it, in order to prepare for his fu-

ture employment in life. We pray thee gra-

ciously to direct his steps. Let thy wisdom be
his guide, and thy power his defence. Keep
him from all the temptations to which his situa-

tion may expose him. Let integrity and upright-
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ness preserve him. Give him favour with those

among whom he shall reside, and make him faith-

ful to the trust that shall be reposed in him. May-
he be diligent in business, and at the same time
fervent in spirit, serving the Lord. Keep him
from the snares of evil company, and from the

influence of all youthful lusts. Fit him for an
honourable and useful station in future life, and
make him a blessing in the world and church.

In ail his gettings may he get understanding, and
secure that better part which shall not be taken

away from him.

For any goings or gone a Journey,

TO thy care and blessing, O God, we com-
mit [such as have] [one who has] a journey in

view, [or, are upon a journey.] Graciously be

pleased to keep [them] [him or her] from all the

evils of the way. Grant them a comfortable in-

terview with [their] friends, and return [them]

in health and safety. Preserve us going out and

coming in from this time forth and for ever ; and

especially keep us from sin.

[//* the journey be with a view to health.']

Be pleased to bless the means used in order to

the restoration and establishment of bodily health

and strength ; and grant especially that the soul

may be in health aiid prosper.
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On returning JrGjn a Journey m Safety.

TRAISED be thy goodness, O tliou God of

our lives, for the protection which thou hast af-

forded to [some] [one] of this family, ar.^.idst the

dangers ot traveiiing. Thou preservest man and
beast. Make us duly sensible of our obligations

to thy providential care, and do thou continue to

watch over us at home and abroad ; and grant that

while we live and move and have oin^ beir.g ill

thee, we may live to thy praise. Preserve us in

the great journey of life, and bring us safe to our

eternal home.

On being preserved in Circumstances of imminent
Danger,

O THOU kind Shepherd of Israel ; unto thee

we tender our unfeia:ned thanksG:ivinsr for the sea-

sonabL- deliverance which thou hast wrought out
for [one of] this family, in a time of imminent
danger. In thy hand our breath is, and thine are

all our ways : thou keepest our eyes from tears,

our feet from falling, and our souls from death.

Help us ever to put our trust in thee, and to con-
secrate the lives whick thou hast preserved to thj

service and hoaour.
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Previous to the CeUhration of the Lord^s Sufi*
per ; to be introduced in a Prayer for the

Lord's Daij Mornings at the place marked^'*.,

GRACIOUS God, be with those of us who
arc goi g to celebrate the nie^iiorials of our Sav-
iour's death at hfe table. The preparation of the
heart in man is from thee the Lord. Work
in us, we. beseech thee, those dispositions of
soul, and excite in us those holy and devout af-

fections, which are suite-d to this ordinance.

May we find our hearts truly hu:nbled for our
sins; rnay we look on him wliom we have pierc-

ed, and mourn ; and may the blood of Christ,

which speaketh better thii.gs than the blood of
Abel, be sprinkled upon our consciences, to purge
us from dccid works.

May our fellowship be with the Father and
V :iii hi;- S.)n Jesus Christ. Enable us cheerfully

and in jcseivediv to give up onrse'ves unto thee,

in the bonds of .;n everiasti'Vi^ covenant. Give us'

to feci the cons: raining uifluence of a Saviour's
love, that so we may resolve henceforth to live un-
to him ^^ ho dit d for us.

Kelp us to cherish an ardent love towards all

men, especially towards our christian brethren,

and dispose us to fortiivc all that have trespassed

against us, as God for Christ's sake hath for-

given us. By waitiiig upon the Lord in his or-

dinances, may we renew our strength, and be
quickened in. our way to hea^ en. By the cross

of Ciirist maj the world be crucified to us, and
may v/e be crucified to the world.
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'After receiving the Lord's Supper,

LORD, we bless thee for another opportunity

for shewing forth the death of Chrii^t at his table.

Help us to remember the vows of God which are

upon us, and make us diligent to fulfil them.

Enable us to live and act in a manner becom-
ing the disciples of a crucified Master, that so

others may take knowled.c:e of us that we have
been with Jesus. O suffer us not to di:3honor

that worthy name by which we are called. Help
us to walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as

wise.

Make us watchful against all the occasions of
sin, and the temptations to it. Let us not be
conformed to the world, in its sinful customs and
fashions, but may we be transformed in the re-

ncwing'of our minds. As Chri^^t died for our
sins, may we be dying daily unto them; and as

be rose again from the dead, may wc arise to

newness of life. By holding communion with
Christ in liis ordinances, O may v. e be advancing
in ourlove and likfjitss to him., and be g uwiug
more and more meet for that blessed world wiiith-

er he is gone, where we shall no more need these

memorials of iiim, but bhall i>ee his lace, and en-
jay his love for evei*.
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At the Close or Beginning of a Year.

ETERNAL Jehovah, whose nature is un-
changeable, and of whose years there is no end ;

we bless thee that, amidst all the vieissitudes and
dangers to which we are subject, thou makest
our lives thy care. Hitherto the Lord hath help-

ed us. We desire this day to call to remrni-

brance the years of the right hand of the Most
High. Goodness and mercy have foliowed us

all the days of our lives. We would now par-

ticularly call to mind the mercies of the last year.

W'e are the living, the living to praise thee, as we
do this day. Blessed be God for ail the mercies,

personal and relative, temporal and spiritual, with

which the past year has been crowned.

To thy care, direction, and blessing we com-
mit ourselves and each other for the following

part of our lives, and especially for the year en-

suing. We know not what even a day, and

much less what a j ear, may bring forth : nor

would we wish to know. It is enough f )r us to

be assured that our times are in thy hands.

There we cheerfully leave ourselves and all our

concerns, praying and believing that thou wilt

order all things wisely and graciously for us.

We pray, v/ith submission to thy sovereign

will, that thou wouldst continue our lives, and

preserve our health and comforts to the close of

another year. But especially we pray that thou

wouldst prepare us for, and sanctify to us, the

events of it, whatsoever they may be.
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We would humbi}' lament the sins of the year

past, as Well as all the former sins of our lives.

We i:eseech thee, of thine infinite mercy, to par-

cloji arji'a,; and grant us grace to watch and strive

against the repetition of them. May all old things

pass away, and all things become new.

We desire to begin the new year with God.
We would afresh commit ourselves to thy care,

and consecrate ourselves to thy service. Antl

having done so, vv^e desire cheerfully to refer all

future events to thine infinite wisdom, and father-

ly goodness.

As every year which passes brings us nearer to

death and eternity, may itfirid us better prepar-

ed for our great change. We knov/ not but this

year may be our last : God grant that it may prove
our best. If thcTu hast so decreed that this year
any of us shall die, O grant that death may be
no terror nor surprise to us. May we be dying
daily to siu and the present world, so that when-
ever we finish tn.is mortal life, >^e may enter upon
tliatii^finitely happy on€ which shall never end.

May the close of every year, and ever) ddv^ find

us wiser and better : more happy in ourselves,

more useful to others, and more meet for that

wt^rid where riays and years shall be unknown,
and time sliall be iio more. In thy presence may
we there all spend a blessed eternity !

M
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PRAYERS,

SELECTED FROM THE WINDHAM
COLLECTION.

A PRAYER FOR THE MORNING of a

PUBLIC THANKSGIVING.

" GREAT Parent of good, to thee the bless-

ed fountain of life, light, joy, and comfort, we
desire to ascribe all glory. Thou art essentially

lov'e ; the earth is full of thy goodness, and thy

tender mercies are over all thy works.—Thou
feedest the young; ravens when they cry, and giv-

cst the beasts of the field their meat.
" But special cause have we, to praise thee for

thy goodness to man, v/hom thou hast made but

a httle lower than the angels ; crowned with glo-

ry and honour, and formed with capacities to

know, serve, and enjoy thee, the supreme good.
We thank thy good pn^vidence that our lines

have fiiUen to us in such pleasant places, and that

we have such a goodly heritage ; that thou hast

fed, and clothed an 1 provided for us, not the

necessaries only, hut so m.iiiy of the comforts
and conveniences of life ; that thou hast been our
deliverer in danger, our help in trouble, and our
guide in darkness. We wv)uld adore that good-
ness which has been our protection the past night,
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in the defenceless hours of sleep and darkness, and
causes the day spring to know its place.

'' But especially, blessed be the God and Fa-
ther oF our Lord Jesus Christ, that we are bless-

ed with spiritual blessings, in heavenly things,

in Christ. Glory to Gcd in the highest, that

th^re is peace prociaiirved on earth, and good
wili to the children of men. We thank thy

mercy, tlmt the joyful sound has reached our

ears ; that we enjoy an accepted time ; that we
have been favoured with so many instructions and
motives to lead us to the knowledge, and to quickc.

en us to the practice, of our duty; and that not--t«

withstanding all our unfruitfulness, our candle-

stick is not yet removed out of its place. We
are among t'ht)se monsters in creation, who have

rebelled against that gracious Being who made
them, and who has nourished and brought them
up as children. We are tliose evil, and undiank-

ful ones, on vrhom thou causest thy sun to rise,

and rain to descend. Continudly, are we pro-

voking tlice, to take from us thine abused mer-

cies,
*' O that thy goodness might lead us to repent-

ance ; and wili God enlarge our hearts, to praise

his sovereign love, for all his rich mercies. Not
unto us, 6 Lord, but to thy name, be all the

praise,
" Prepare our hearts, to unite with thy people,

in grateful offerings, for private and public mer-

cies. We thank \hee that \vq have our favoured

lot, in a land where thy churches are planted ;

where civil and religious liberty abounds ; where

we are favoured with the means of useful knowl-

edge, and the blessings of civil government. Wc
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offer thee our grateful acknowledgments, in par-

ticular for the mercy, which has crowned the

present year ; that we arc permitted to enjoy such

measures of health, peace, and plenty ; that thou

hast caused the earth to yield its increase, and

i' e trees their fruit, and hast so liberally supplied

the wants of thy numerous offspring.

*' O help us to praise thee aright, for thy good-

ness, and for thy wonderful works to the children

of men ; and may thy mercy and loving kindness

be still continued. O thou keeper of Israel, and
Saviour the reof, be thou always in the midst of

us ; be our light, our defence, and glory ; though
our iniquities testily against us, do thou it fur thy

name's sake.
'* Direct in the great councils of our nation.

Bless thy servant the President of these states,

and all in places of subordinate trust. Let not

the wicked bear rule, nor the vile be exalted. Let
no root of bitterness, spring up to trouble us ;

lay thy restraints on the strong corruptions of the

heart, and dispose thy people to a due subjection

to lawful authority, not for wrath, but for con-
science sake. Bless this state and the govern-
ment more immediately over us ; bless all means
for the advancement of knowledge, and the use-
ful arts ; and may thy blessing, which ma^kcth
rich, rest upon our basket, our store, and on all

the labor of our hands. But, above all, we pray
that thou wouldest rain down righteousness upon
us ; cause pure and undcliled religion to revive ;

and may Zion rise from the dust, and put on her
beautiful garments. Be with the ministers of
thine everlasting gospel ; and may their hands be
made strong by the hands of the mierhty God of

M 2
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JacoN. Extend the kingdom of the Redeemer
to tlie remotest ends of the earth ; and under the

ir.iliience of that religion, which is iove ; may
war have an end, and ail the members of this thy

great family unite in brotherly love.
** Establish thy precious covenant with us of

this house, and to all thy gifts wilt thou add a

grateful heart. Prepare us and all thy p'^opie for

the public solemnities of this day : and may we
so offer praise that we may glorify God.

*' Yv e commit ourselves, O God, and all for

v,'hom we ought to pray, to thy infuiite merer in

Christ Jesus ; to whom, with the Father, and

Spirit of truth; be ail praise through everlasting

ages. Amen."

A PRAYER roR the EVENING of a

PUBLIC THANKSGIVING. '

^' O LORD GOD of hosts, thou art a God
mcrcifui and gracious ; slow to anger, of great

kindness, and forgivest iniquity. Under this en-

dearing character, we sinners, desire now to ap-

proach thy mercy seat ; imploring thy grace, and

blessing thy great and glorious name, for all that

goodness in which thou hast been passing be-

fore us.
" Accept, most gi'acious God, our repeated

thanks for all our public, domestic, and personal

blessings and privileges ; for that gr>odness, wliich

kas attended us thus lar in the journey of life, and
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©f which We have had fresh experience in the

abundant supplies, and blessings of the present

year. Our fathers have told us of thy v/orks of

old, and our eyes have seen thy salvation. Thy
mercy, O Lord ! endures forever.

** But we render special thanks to thee. Father

of mercies, for the unspeakable gift of thy Son
to a guilty world, and that gospel, which brings

life and nnmortality to li.<ht. Iin;?ress us, we
pray thee, with some suitable sense of thy great,

numberless, and undeserved favors. O leave us

not to abuse all these precious privileg-s, and
pervert them to our aggravated destruction ; leave

us not to dishpnor cur Almighty friend and bene-

factor. May such a deep sense of thy rich grace

impress our hearts, as shall quicken us to duty,

and restrain us trom every tiling ofrensive to thte.
** By the great goodness of God to us ; most

unworthy sinners, may we be disposed to be
merciful, as :»ur Father in heaven is merciful

;

may we love to do good ; be ready to distribute,

willing to communicate, and disposed to forgiv^e

our enemies. We humbly implore the continu-

ance of thy favour and kindness ; mercifully do
away our sins, and let them not av/aken thy just
wrath. Foolishness is bound up in our hearts,

and we are bent to backslide ; but Vvith thee there

is forgiveness. O forgive all our sins, and the
sins of our land ; and let v^isdom, and knowl-
edge, be the stability of our times, and the fear

of the Lord our treasure.
*' Continue to be the Guardian, and Benefactor

of our land ; r.ot in the wisdom of man, or an
arm of flesli, but in the Lord of hosts v/e v/oiild

put our trust. Continue our peace, and increase



I4i EVINING PRAYER 8CC.

our prosperity ; scatter every dark cloud which
hangs over us ; bless all in places of public trust

;

make them faithful, and may they receive, from
the fountain of light, all needful direction. May
agriculture, commerce, and useful arts flourish

amojig us ; and all institutions for promoting
knowledge, enjoy thy gracious smiles. Be with

those that go down to the sea in ships ; may they

behold the works of the Lord there, and his won-
ders in the deep, and be brought to their desired

heaven.
*' Order the seasons in mercy to us ; and may

we be preserved through the inclemencies of the

approaching winter.
** Bless this state ; may all in the executive, le-

gislative and judicial departments see, and pursue

our true interests, and be made ministers of God
for good ; and we pray, that a spirit of order, in-

dustry, frugality, temperance, and submission

to lawful authority, may prevail among us. O
God, may the richer blessings of thy grace be

ours ; teach transgressors thy ways, and let the

children of Zion be glad in their King. Dispose

thy people to enquire after thee, and hear those

that pray for Jerusalem's peace. O give thy Son

the heathen tor his inheritance, and the utter-

most parts of the earth for his possession : and

may the time speedily come, when they shall

no longer hurt or destroy, in all thy holy moun-
tain.

*' Dwell in this, and all our towns ; supply des-

titute flocks whh pastors after thine own heart,

and send forth faithful labourers into thy vineyard.

May the candle of the Lord ever shine around

€ur dwellings, and let each of us see the salva-.
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t46nofGod. "Accept, most gracious God, our

thanks for what of thy goodness we have this day

ex|x^rienced ; for the many bounties of thy prov-

idence, and the joyful occasion, and opportunity

Vv^e have had to unite with thy people, in public

ascriptions cf praise. Bless these means to awak-

en our hearts to gratitude ; accept our poor at-

ten'ipts to serve thee ; and may we live to the glo-

ry of our Benefactor. We beg thy care, and
protection, this night. Give us the rest of thy

beloved. M.iy goodness, and mercy, follow us

all the days of our lives ; and prepare us to join

in the new song of thy redee;ned in heaven ; as-

cribing to the Father, Son, and Spirit, glory

without end. Amen."

A PRAYER FOR THE MORNING of a
PUBLIC FAST.

** HOLY, holy, holy. Lord God Almighty,
we adore thee, as the sovereign Lord, and pro-

prietor of the universe, by whom all things in

heaven and carlh were created, and constantly

upheld and supported. We, Lord, are thy crea-

tures, and acknowledge ourselves under infinite,

and unceasing obligations, to love, serve and
obey thee. All we have is thine, and all we can
render to thee, is our most reasonable service.

Thy law is holy, just, and good, and in all thou re-

quirest, thou hast united our duty and happiness.
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** But, Lord, we acknowledge, that we have
most wickedly, and ungratefully departed from
thee ; and that God, in whose hand our breath is,

and whose are all our ways, we have not glorified,.

O God, we confess ourselves utterly vile, and
altogether unclean, in thy sight. All tl>e facul-

ties of our souls have become polluted, by sin ;

our understandings are dark ; our wi Is rebellious,

and our affections so depraved, that ^ e have lov-

ed and served the creature more than the Creator*

The carnal mind, which naturally reigns withia
us, is enmity to God ; and this corrupt fountain

h-is denied all our actions. We have hated in-

struction, and despised reproof ; have abused
thy goodiiess, and disregarded thy warnings, and
by our unthankfuhiess, incorrigibleness, and dis-

obedience, are continually provoking thee to

come against us in thy wrath. If thou s'louldest

mark iniquities, O Lord, who could stand ? But
with thee there is forgiveness, and we have thy

mo-it gracious promise, that he who confesseth

and forsaketh his sin, shall find mercy. O God,
we LOW desire to take hold of thy merciful en-

couragement ; acknowledging ourselves without

excuse, and hating and renouncing our evil

thouglits and ways, we would cast ourselves help-

less and guilty upon the arms of thy merey ; beg-

ging, that for the sake of thy Son, thou won d-

est blot out our transgressions, and not enter into

thy judgment with us.
*' As this day is set apart for flisting, humilia-

tion and prayer, we bog that Gud would pour on
us, and all his people, a spirit of grace and sup-

plication, of repentance, and reformation. Give
us an affecting sight of the hatefulness of sin ;
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may we rend our hearts, and not our garments,

and break off our sins, by working righteousness,

that wc may keep such a fnst as the Lord shall

choose. Prepare us for the blessings of true pen-

itents, and enable all thy people to bring forth

fruits, meet for repentance, by forsaking the

ways of sin. Cause the wickedness of the wick-

ed to come to an end ; may the Redeemer come
to Zion, and turn away ungodliness from Jacob,

and let the converts of righteousness be greatly

multiplied. Withdraw not, we beseech thee,

the tokens of thy favour from the land of our na-

tivity ; remove the judgments we feel ; preserve

tis from those we justly fear ; may the mercies wc
enjoy be continued, and those we need be be-

stowed. Rule in the hearts of our rulers ; coun-
sel our counsellors, and give our senators wis-

dom. Preserve us from internal disorder, and
from foreign injury and invasion. Bless us when
we go out, and when we come in ; may the voice

of health and rejoicing be heard in all our habita-

tions : Open thy bountiful hand, and supply the
wants of thy numerous offspring, whose eyes arc
waiting on thee for the supplies of another year.

Cause the earth to bring forth grass for cattle and
htrb for the service of man. Continue thy bless-

ed gospel among us ; and may every heart wel-
come the joyful sound. Fill the world with thy
glory, and the rich favour of thy grace.

" Will God accept our thar.ks, for all the pub-
lie and private blessings, bestowed on such un-
worthy creatures. We thank thee for the quiet
and refreshing rest of the past night, and the light

^and comforts of this mornii g ; may we tlnis day-

be directed, and preserved ia all our ways. Pre-
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pare us for the duties of thy public worship
; pre»

pare a word for our hearts, and our hearts to re-

ceive it. May we, and thy people, present be-

fore God the oblation of a broken, and contrite

heart ; and may it be our concern, not to appear

unto men to fist, but to him who seeth in secret.
*' Without any merit or worthiness of our own,

we OxTer these our requests, through the media-

tion of our ex?;Ited High Priest, to wliom, with

the Fatlier, and Holy Spirit, be equal honours,

and everlasting praises. Amen."

A PRAYER FOR THE EVENING of a

PUBLIC FAST.

" O GOD, thou art a great God, and a great

Kiiip; above all gods. 1 he heavens, even the

heavens are thine, and all tl^eir hosts ; the earth

is thine, ai^.d the fulness tliereof j the world and

they who dwell therein. Thou art of- purer e3es

than to behold iniquity, neither shall evil dutll

wiih thee ; thou art also good, and docst good,

delighting in mercy. We, Lord, are witnesses

and mopuments of thy goodness, for it is of thy

mercy, that we arc not consumed. It is infinite

mercy, whicli gives us have to pray, and to hope

for thy forgiveness. Blessed be God, for that

blood, which cleanseth from all sin ; for that per-

fect righteousness, which justifieth the ungodly.

As sinners, we now present ourselves before

thee, pleading for mercy, and foi'giving grace.



rOR FAST. 145

We desirc to forsake every false refuge, and to

lay open our 2:uilt, and wretchedness.

" Thou, 6 God, hast been a constant witness

of all the fol.ies of our youth, and the sins of our

riper years! How great has been the pride, the

unbtlief, and the obstinacy of our hearts ? We
have been lovers of pleasure, more than lovers

of God. We have said to the gold, thou art our

hope, and to the fine i^oid, thou art our confi-

dence. We have been walkinp^ in the way of our

ownhea:ts, L;nd in the sight of our own eyes,

while we have been i)ractically saying to God,

depart from us, for vc desire not t.^e knowledge

of thy ways.
*' Wc co.ifess, that this, our Vvickedness, has

been aggravated, by all the c( \n\stis and warn-

ings, the light and love, the vou s and promises^

against which we have siinied.

'' Under this load of guilt, we now make our

hum.ble flight to thy ihror.e of mercy, seeking par-

don, tlirough the blood of atonem.ent.
*' To thee, O God, would we also bring our

wretched hearts, bep,ging thre to form them
anevr, by thy Holy Spirit. M'dy we turn with

abhorrence from ail sin ; let notlang appear small

by which God is oflended, or the soul destroyed ;

and may we, and all thy people, prove tliC sii;cer-

ity of our repeiUance, by trying our hearts and
ways, and turning unto the Lord. O, that

thoughtless multiuides might have their attention

awakened, to inquire, what th.ey slali do to be
savtd ; and may tliose who are stri\ ing agauist

siii, never be v»eary, nor faint in their minds.
Succeed a preached gospel ; may it every where

N
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be attended with the dtmcnstratiou of the Spirit,

and vvith power.
'* Let glory dwell in our land ; preserve our

national rights, and may the civil and religious

privileges which we enjviy, be transmitted to our
posterity. Make our rulers

j ublic benefactors,

let not the things of our political peace be ever
hidden from their eyes ; and may we feel the im-
portance of entrusting our national concerns to

those Vvho fear God, and hate covetousness.

Bless our colleges and ilterar}- institutions ; may
streams flow from these fountains, which shall

make glad the city of our God. Smile upon us,

with respect to the seasons ; give us a suitable

seed time, and a plentiful harvest ; favour us

with the former and latter rains ; preserve us from
destructive frosts, devouring insects, blasting

mildewy and all the ministers of divine wrath.

Preserve us from sickness and pestilential dis-

eases.
" May things ever go well with us ; dispose

thy people to the practice of all those duties on
which the Vv cirare of society depends ; restrain a

spirit of faction and division ; subdue that self-

ishness which produces perilous times ; and may
that righteousness which exaltcth a nation, be

promoted.
'* Regard our v/retched world with pity : be

the defender of the rii;hteou5 cause, and in thee

may the helpless find an Almighty hiend. Still

the commotions of the earth, and carry headlong

the counsels of those who are taking counsel

against the Lord, or the welfare of society.
"'' Accept our thanks for tl e outward mercies,

and religious priviLges, we have this day enjoy-
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e<T. Our prayers need pardon, and our tears, the

blood of sprinkling, to wash tlicai. Seal instruc-

tion to our hearts ; impress us with a deeper

sense of the evil and destructive nature of sin;

and as we have confessed, so help us to forsake

sin. Will God bless, and build up our family ;

whatever we are denied of present things, deny

us not an interest in thy favour, which is better

than life. M.iy v/e lie down this night, pardoned

and accepted ; sleep in safety, awake in peace ;

and in thy due time, admit us to dwell in thy

presence, where is fulnt^ss of joy, and at thy

right hand, where are pleasures forever, there to

render those ceaseless praises, which are due to

the King Eternal, Immortal and Invisible, to

whom be honour, and glory, for ever. Amen."

A MORNING PRAYER for a SCHOOL.

" OUR Father in heaven, we thy creatures, de-

sire now to draw near unto thee, and worship be,

fore the Lord, our Maker. Thou, O God, hast

made us, and in thy sovereign goodness hast

made us wiser than the beasts of the field, or the
fo.vl of heaven, hast given us minds to know,
loveand enjoy thee, whose favour is life. To thee,

O God, we are indebted for iill we possess. We
live in thy world ; we breathe thy air ; and are

fed at thy table ; and we confess it to be our duty,
and happiness, to love and serve thee, with all

our hearts; and to love one another as childrea
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of the same Father, and members of the same
famil}'. But we, Lord, have sinned, and done very

wickedlv ; foolibhness is bound up in our hearts.

Tiiou hast called, but \ve have refused ; thoa
hatli stretched out thy hand, but we have not re-

garded, but have set at nought thy counsel, and
would not hearken to thy reproof. We now beg
thee, O God, whose glory it is to forgive sin,

to forgive all our sins, and may they not rise

against us in the judgment to condemn us. We
thank thee, that Jesus Christ came to suffer and
die for sinners, and that he is exalted to be a

Prince and a Sjviour, to give repentance to Israel

and remission of sins. Pardon us for his sake.

May we love our blessed Redeemer, a .d live

]:cnceforth not to ourselves, but to hiin vvlio died

for us. Make us like him who was the chief

among ten thousands, and altogether lovely. May
ue be meek, and lowly, and true, and kind as

the Son of God was ; like him, may we be dis-

posed to help all who arc in distress, and to be

continually employed in doing good. Bless each

of us, O God, and all our friends and be:Kk.6-

tors.

'' Bless th.e youth ]}cre before thee ; by the

means they er.joy, may they have their minds

er.lightened, and receive that instruction, which is

needful to fit them for every service to which they

shall be called. Turn off 'their minds from be-

holding vanity ; may they learn to love ar.d serve

th.e Lord, and to feel the importance of their tine

and privileges. Htlp them to flee youthful lusts,

which v/ar^against the soul, and to cake heed to

their wavs according to thy word. May they so

employ the precious seed time they now possess,
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that they may secure a glorious harvest of present

comfort, and future glory.
** We acknowledge thy good providence,

which has preserved us another night. We have

slept in safety, and awoke in peace, for thou,

Lord, hast sustained us. Will God be this day
our guide and guard ; keep us from all evil, but

cspeci ally from sin. In dependence on thy grace,

may it be our resolution tliat our hearts shall not

reproach us so long as we live; and may we die

in peace, and fall asleep in Jesus ; to whom, with

thee, the Father, and thine Eternal Spirit, be

glory for ever. Amen."

An evening PRAYER for a SCHOOL-

" INCOMPREHENSIBLY Great, and ever
glorious God, we adore thee as a Being iiifinite.

Eternal, and unchangeable. Thou canst do what-
ever thou pkasest. Thou bcest at once all things

which have been, are now or v/iil be. Thy good-
ness is over all thy works. Thou feedest the ra-

vens when they cry, and givest to every beast his

meat. It is thy hand, great Pure at of good, which
spreadest our table, and fillcst our cup ; and
though we are continually provoking thee, by
our sins to destroy us, still thou art doing us
good, and v/aitiug to be gracious. We thank
thee, that another day is added to our forfeited

lives ; hear us, O God, while we ask tliy con-
tmued case ; keep us this night, and in the de-

N 2
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fenceless liOiirs of sleep, spread over us thy pro-
teciiiig wing. May we lie down and rise up with
solemnizing thoughts of God who always sur-

rounds us with his presence.
^' Look with a favourable regard upon the

youth that attend here, for the purposes of in-

struction ; in this important part of their exist-

ePiCe, may they attain that knowledge, and ac-

quire those principles of conduct, which shall

render them blessings to their friends and socie-

'

ty, and ornaments to religion. Bless the fami-

lies of which they are severally m.embers ; and
n^.ay they who are eritrusted in their education,

feel the importance of bringing them up in the

way in which they should go, that w4ien they are

old they may not depart from it. Early possess

their hearts by thy heavenly grace ; may they be

sober, just, holy, temperate in all things ; obe-

dient to their parents ; and may they return, with

p;ratei"ul love, the kindness of those who have

supported ar.d protected their infant days. Lead
them not into temptation, but deliver them from
evil. May they .seek the Lord Vv^hile he is to be

found, and call upon him, while he is near. Bless

cur felkAV men whom thou hast taught us to love.

Bless our native country, and make this the

glory of all Imds. May the rising generation be

a generation to thy praise.

" Make us all thy children; fit us to serve

thee here, and to enjoy thee forever ; vvdiich we
liundDly beg, through the infinite merhs of the

Divine Redeemer ; to whom, widi the Fa^.her of

mercies, and Spirit of truth, be rendered all hon-

our, glory and praise, world without end. A-
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A MORNING PRAYER tor a SCHOOL.

*' O GOD, thou art very great. Thou art

clothed with honour, and majesty. The heavens,

even the heaven of heavens cannot contain thee.

Thine eyes are in every place beholding the evil

and the good. May vre always remember that

wherever v/e are, there God is ; and that what-

ever v\e are doing, thine eye is upon us : that

thou art acquainted with all our thoughts, and the

secret purposes of our hearts. May we remem-
ber that our whole lives are recorded in thy book,

for that great day when all our thvoughts, words
and actions will be brought into judgment. Let

us not indulge the vain hope, that we cau con-

ceal our sins from God, or without repentance

escape thy wrath.
*' We thank thy wisdom and love, that we

have a time for repesitance, and that thou hast

said, that whosoever confesseth, and forsaketh his

sin shall fir.d mercy. Do thou, who art exalted

to give repentance and remission of sins, give us

hearts to n»ourn before thee all our ingratitude

and vikness ; that we have loved thee no more,

that we have served ti.ee r.o better ; and may we
return as the prodi.^al, coiifessing that we have

sinned. Father, against heaven, and before thee,

and are not worthy to be called thy children.
** We beg that thou wouldst help us hence-

forth to forsake sin. Mav we fear God, and keep
his commandaients ; do justly, love mercy, and

walk humbly. Let us not do ixvry thing by which
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God shall be ofFended, our fellow creatures in-

jured, or our own consciences burdened with

guilt.

** Look favourably upon tliose here before

thee, now in the morning of life, that happy
season for religion ; impress them with a sense of

the worth of their souls and the importance of

thy favour. May they become early acquainted

with the ways of Christ ; love their blessed Re-

deemer, and gratefully devote themselves to his

service. May they duly honour their parents ; be

respectful to their superiors, and kind to one ano-

ther ; possess them with a spirit of meekness and
humility, of truth and faithfulness ; may they buy
the truth and sell it not. Help them to consider

in what slippery pieces their feet standi and to

keep in viev? that solemn account which they

must render to God, of the deeds done in the

body.
" Impress our hearts with grateful sentiments

for all the expressions of divine goodness ; that

we are brought to the pleasant light of this morn-

ing, and for tiie ease and comfort we enjoy. Give

us this day our daily bread ; order all our cir-

cumstances in mercy ;
prepare us for the solem-

nities of death ; and when heart, and flesli snail

fail,willGod then be the strength of our hearts, and

our portion forever ; and all the glory shall be to

the Eternal Deity, Father, Son, and Spirit,

world without end. Amen/'
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An evening PRAYER for a SCHOOL.

** ALMIGHTY God, thou hast mack all

things by thy power, and by tiiy werd they are

and were created. Thou saidst, let there be
light, and there was light. Thou rulest the

world thou hast made. It is thy delight to make
thy creatures happy, and thou ha^t no pleasure

in the death of hi ii that dieth ; thou art good to

ZiV, and thy tender mercies are over ail thy works.

It is because thou art God, mfinitely and un-

changeably good, that we are not consumed ; for

we have been undutifiil children ; slothful ser-

vants, and rebellious subjects ; we have orokeii

all thy commands, we have abused all thy mer-

cies.

*' We desire now to humble ourselves before

thee, for all our sins ; and that we may l)e saved

by his merits who came to seek, and to save

those wlio were lost.

" Bless each of us ; our friends and benefac-

tors. May we forgive ail those who h tve wrong-
ed 11 '^, as we need, and hope f )r tiiy fjrgiveness,

wh(>m we have so greatly provoked and injured.
'* Grant tr.y blessing, Father of mercies, on

the youth before thee; make them mindful of
the great end of their creation ; form them to

be active instruments of thy glory, and of useful-

ness to mankind. Remembering that the joys of

sin will soon end ; that sickness, and death will

scon overtake them : that their lives are in thine

hands, and tkit they must appear at thejudi^-
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ment scat of Christ. May they seek that good
underbtanding which those have who keep thy
commandments. From their youth, may tney
acquaint themselves with the holy scriptures, and
take them for a light to their feet, and a lamp
to their paths. Keep them we pray diee, from
the evils v\hich are in the world, through lust ;

keep them from evil company, from evil counsel-

lors, from evil habits. Give wisdom and grace
to those who have the care of them, to discharge

their solemn trust with fidelity. May they suc-

cessfully labor to lead them to the knowledge of
God, and to the practice of v/hatever things are

just, honest, virtuous, and praiscworihy ; and
grant them the great satisfaction of seeing their

ch.ildren walking in the truth. We pray not that

thou shouldest take them out of this evil world,

but that they may be kept from evil, and live to

be a comfort to their friends, and a blessing to

mankind. Vv'ith grateful thanks to that kind
hand which has hitherto preserved us, we now
implore thy protection this night. May we lie

down in thy fear, and when we wake be still widi

thee. This evening sacrifice we oiier in the name
of our Great High Priest, ascribing glory in the

highest, to the Father, Son, and Spirit, now and
evermore. AMEN,"
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